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Daniel High School ranks second in the state among top performing school districts when it comes to

Scholastic Aptitude Test scores released Monday by the 5a

District of Oconee County ranked 19th among the 85 school districts.

BY GREG OLIVEX
THE JOURNAL

COLUMBIA —The
School District of
Pickena County, ranks
second, and the School
Distriet of Oconee
€County, 19th, among the

Top 20 performing school
districts when it comes
to Scholastic Aptitude
Test (SAT) performance
in South Carolina.
Pickens County’s com-
posite score of 1,541 and
Oconee County’s, 1,446,
exceeds the sfate SAT

average of 1,431. Pickens
County also topped the
national average of 1.498,

Pickens Superinign-
dent Relly Pew said the
district’s achievement *
is due fo the students,
teachers and administra-
tors:

uth Carolina Pepartment of Education. The Schoo!

“Wa provide a rig-
orous instructional
program that prepares
our students for the SAT
and other assessments,
a5 well as college and
careers,” Pew said,

SEE SAT, PAGE A5
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I| SAT: Danicl Highn_ School led the district at 1,620
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The 1.431 statewide average
composite seore for the Class of
2012 on the SAT’s math, eritical
reading and writing portions is
five points below last year and
a 23-point drop since 2008, By
subject area, South Caroling
students averaged 488 in math,
& two-point drop from @ vear
agm; 481 in eritical reading, a
onhe-point decrease; and 462 in
writing, a two-point drop.

Nationally, the | 498 marked
atwo-point drop from a year
ago, While State Superinten-
dent ef Education Mick Zais
said those statistics point to a
troubling trend, especially in
the area of reading, Pickens
students scored above the state
average ineach subject area.

All but one Pickens County
high school scored above the
state and national average on
its composite seore, Daniel

' High led the district at 1,620,
followed by Easley High, 1,537,

and Plekens High, 1,523, Lib-
erty Migh, 1,363, was the lone
EXceEption

In Oeones County, Walthalla
High, 1,475, and Seneca High,
1,441, exceeded the state aver-
age while West:Qak High, 1423
fiell short by eight points. None
ofthe individual high schools
in the school district expeeded
the national average.

However, District Superin-
tendent Mike Luces said high
schonis in Oconee County
recorded significant SAT
achievements ih various
zubject areas. The results were
shown as part of the SAT mean
scores at the schools over 1
two-vear trend.

“Seneca High exceaded mean
state performance in critical
reading, math and the compos-
ite score while West-Oak High
exceeded state performance in
math and the composite seorm
and Walhalla High exceeded
state performance in all areas
and the 1.8, mean in the area

of eritical reading.” Lucas said.

Never was that more evident
than the fact that, among the
#4 school districts in South

.Carolina, Oconee and Pickens

ranked among the 20 top per-
formers, The 1 541 composile
seore by Plekens County isjtst
behind York 4-Fort Mill's 1,568
that tops the state and among,
only four to seore above 1,500,
Oconee Cotnty's 1446 is jus|
below Spartanbure District 3,
1449, Spartanborp 1) 1,453 and
only four spots helow Green-
ville County, 1,455,

Lucas added that the Sen-
eca High Qlass of 2012, when
compared with the previous
vear, bucked adistrictwide
frend by scoring above seniors
from the previous year —1.441
compared t¢ 1,407,

Although pleased with her
district’s scores onthe SAT,
Pew said Pickens County ethi-
cators aren’t resting on their
laurels.

“We will be looking at

individual school scores and
identifying areas on which we
can improve,” Pew said, adding
that the district’s instruction
department, principals and
teachers will work together to
improve scores.

While SAT scores declined
statewide, state education
officials said South Carclina
students improved thelr perfor-
mance on college level Advance
Placement Exams. The per-
centage of public school-only
students receiving a score of 3,
4, or 5 (necessary to earn col-
lege credit) increased 12.99 per-
cent during the 2011-12 school
year while the percentage of
all'students in South Carolina
receiving at least a 3 increased
by 12,56 percent.

AP exam results from school
districts, as well ag individual
high schools throughout the
state, won't be released umntil
sometime in October.
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