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Oconee OKs more
money for runway

BY CARLOS GALARZA
THE JOURNAL

WALHALLA —
Oconee County officials
huddled with attorneys |
in executive session be-
fore agreeing to fund an
additional $358,850 fora
runway extension project
at the local girport,

The change ordep
approved at Tuesday
night’s Qeonee County
Council meeting increas.
es the total cost of the
project t0 $4.8 million.

Attorney Ned Nichol-
s0n with the MeNair Law
firm told members that
by approving the change
order the county would
1ot be wailving its right
to future litigation over
how the project hag been
handled.

County Administra-
tor Seott Moulder has
said that an engineer
Wwith the county’s airport
conswitant, Talbert & °

Bright, is under serttny
for telling the county
that state regulators had
Issued a permit when -
none had been issned, Cn
top of that, Moulder said
the engineer provided
the county with g bogus
permit.

Nicholson said the
change order simply
allows the project to go
torward without Jjeopar-
dizing possible litigation
down the road. [

The additional funds
will be used by proj-
ect contractor Platean
Excavation on sediment
corirol along the road
the company built from
Shiloh Road to the run-
Way extension construe-
tion site,

County staff plans
to work with Plateay
and Talbert & Bright to

‘reduce the cost of the

$358,650 change order.
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