Councﬂ;man Wayne ..

e McCall said hie has. heard '
- gimilar eoricerns from his.

- constttuents and’ behevee

i the project is reachmg the
. point of no réturn. oo
© FThis is. gomg 0 be the ‘

: 1 last: time I'mgoing to be -

able to: support anything :
1 like this;” he said. “If this:
keeps dragging out longer;
we're-going to haveto -
answer to the taxpayers atf_‘
“gome point; - -
| FEither; we're gomg to. -
have to pull the plug on-
o, it =1 hope not — or we re
1 gomg to'have to do.some:-
thing, because we can't
keep going ! like this.”.: -
County. admmlstrator :

built up; but. sugges
riimors of the count; :
failings in handling the
project are exaggerated
“Just {o use an old .
phrase -— you can’t be- '
lieve everything you read
in the paper,” he said.
~ Moulder said he is
spendmg “probably 4510"

" 50 percent of (his) tithe -
during the day” dealing -
with the broadband issue,
but believes the project
will pay dividends 1f seen”
through to. frumon

The: county admlnlstra'
tor said the blggest issue-
with the project currently
ljes with the “last-mile .
construction buginess,”

* which he said the county
never intended to enter

- into when it began the .
project, and he pointed the
finger back at the ISPs.

«Theinitial goal of this -
was-to be a middie-mile
network, reliing on the .

' Scott Moulder admitted
a “frustration: Jevel? has; K
- térgo beyo
.- tion of wh

i broadband project.

R

©1SPs tobe thelastuiile
_ providersand mstallers, L

Moulder said. “What-.

- we're finding isthey ar- .
‘et willing to.dothat, - " ..
““Everyhody keeps. pomt

ing fingers at the sounty. -
d.

erybody wants usto boar-

the financial: resp0n51bil1~ :

ty for frée ontheir behalf-

... but we can’tbe the sole - -
mstaller of fiber through

out the entire county.”

- Moulder said the- county_ :

is being asked torun -

- 2,000 more miles of. ﬁber

hroughout the entire -
county,
Having epent $15

o appreve $200 000 more toward _.taXpayers and extend ,
- frame— with one eommenter
- pomtmg to anarticle in Tues-
.- fay’s edition of The Journalin
.. whi¢h some Internet service

r0v1ders (ISPs) ve1ced d1§p1ea

. maintenance services for the . -

- The conggnsus, it seemed 18-
too late to turn backmow,

£ ‘e expressed :
durmg the publlc' comnent. ses-
s1en over the project’s cost to '

the ‘inten- N .
this gystem
"was designed o do, and -
“pverybody: Wants to put’
the county af risk, and ev-

) m1111en torun 242 mlles '

already, acaording to -

Moulder, the countyis.
now facinga prospectwe

cost of between $160 mil- -

" Jion'and $300 million if - -
‘it were to actually follovv a
-t‘nrough with the afore-

mentloned undertaking

“ withere’s e frustration -
“Jevel;" he said. “Every

" body is'feeling it T'm ‘
- feeling it just as ruch as -

the citizens are and Just B
ag ‘much asthe county is.-
" HWe've got two choices:

" Rither we shut ‘off the’

lights, lock the door and

walkaway from $4.5 mil- -

Lion of loan-tu-match mon-

:ey . Or We can continue .
-+ the fight and continue. -
- :down the road of trying to

‘make this thing work.”

L ,-;',SEE nnonnaaun. PAGE A3



BROADBAN' Two remdentsf?

‘Thls ls gomg to be the Iast

“time I'm going to beableto

Vsupport anythmg I|kethils If

_ Moulder said by the end wantlng to knoW what’
‘of the month the project goingon.” .

Cowill begin to generate a. . McCallwas careful

" projected recurrirrg; rev- 10 make clear he wasn’ t

* eriue of $65,000 to’ 7

“per-mionth to hel séthe  Moulder hecause he ..

. ‘pressure of the operatlng beheved he is “domg (hls). o

- capital. - ."_J_o \

- “Tcan asstre you th1s L Th vote allowed the
thitig is bemg managed - “countyio’ renew its’ mam-

properlyr andbeing-": ‘enance servicesdeal with -

o ,_-i_‘managed with-the: propef e GeoV1smn‘ Servwes Inc of,;;

+ - ‘business:entality that -

¢ itneedstohe managed

¢ vith e sald: IS fot ¢

=+ justafabtin the wind that

TLWe, Just dor’t know wha
're doi

W‘hlch ingludes
! esting aind trouble -
o sh, otlng, engmeering, :
" and permitting and egress
" for new installatioris— to
; GeoV181on which under-
- “yith, great,freservatmn " took 26 projects in fiscal -
! don’t care What the .' " 2013-14 for the county at a-
- newspaper- says,” he'sald, 'coat of $159,110.28,
“The newspaper doesn’t _' o begin Tuesday’s
vote for me. The people i * - yuricil meeting, two -
Walhallaand'my district: residents offered puhlic _
“yote for me; and those are’ coinments on the matter; .-
thé ones I'va got to ariswer ," w1th ane of them, Bozo .
questions from who'll be Riehards who sits on the ..
calling myshop tomorrow plannmg CommISSIOIl,

o ,__voted to approve amax- .
~imum of $200‘000 for, the

.-_lauded Moulde for his
s ?_fWGI'k on:Project I‘OCUS

= ex’pressmg CONCErns. over.
i :unoertamty Wlth the

“._project..

-t “Ithink 1t ) tlme councﬂ
csor the adm1n1strator :
--come farward and let the :
-laxpayers know,” He said. -
Vi “You're going to. authorlze
- . another. $200, 000; is it -

- money golng down arat . ‘
hole? 15'it really worth- .ﬂ,
- whileor are We’kiddlng

) o‘urselves?“ = ,

standsTor: FleI‘

: Optlcs Creating Unified.
22+ 80lutions — .although he ..
“-admitted the endeavor has :
“been “frustrating ¥ ..

“ButI thinkthe end

" results will be very frult- .
-+ :ful for-Oconee County," o
i Thrift said.: R

. Moulder resp onded

o =“Be11eve me, I've. learned
© more about th1s business. .

than I ever wanted to
know S

. '-sb_r'adley@upstatetoday.comI(BSQ)'BB-GBSS' '

i

. i



