public education —are
what made the difference.
Those were the ones we
weren’t expecting, kind of
like extra-credit points.
“We expected a 5, be-
cause we knew how well
the personnel was doing,”
he added. “We knew how

Oconee ISO

ratingdrops i
Cing: Class 4 rating could save
werage residents ‘hundreds of
dollars’ on insurance coverage

IS0: Increased investment ‘wort
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ment, it’s minimal. But
you take the 13,500 homes
that were a Class 9 and 10,
. they’re going to see a $600

and $700 difference. We
expect the average to be
several hundred dollars
on each home.” )

The ISO inspection of
the county fire protection
was originally scheduled
for last October but did
not happen until earlier
this spring. Officials had
applied to have the entire
county get the same rat-
ing and put their efforts
on a rural water delivery
system, in which water
is transported to a fire
scene rather than having
enough fire hydrants to
meet the need. King said
officials were expecting
a Class 5 rating based
on the county’s work on
water delivery, but other
areas also played arole in
bringing the rating down
even further.

“Qur goal was a 5, and

‘we felt comfortable there,”

King said. “What we con-
sider to be extra programs
— our building codes, life
safety program, our fire
investigations and our

had.”

well the water shuttle was
going to go; we knew our
communications system
was good. We couldn’t
predict (other factors)
because we had just never
dealt with those. No one

BY NORMAN CANNADA
THE JOURNAL

WESTMINSTER —
Oconee County homeown-
ers could see an average
drop of “hundreds of
dollars” per year in their
home insurance rates
after a dramatic decrease
in the Insurance Services

-announced for the unin-

-corporated areas of the

county, fire chief C_harlie

Protection Classification
by ISO fallto a Class 4 —a
drop from a 9 or 10 rating
for about 13,000 of the
homes in Oconee Coun-
ty. King said only about
200 homes are not close
enough to a fire station yet
to warrant the rating. @ .o
“BEverybody in the
unincorporated areas is
in an improvement,” King
said Tuesday afternoon.
“There are some folks
— take Fair Play for

Firefighters in Oconee County, most of whom are volun-

teers, trained in the rural water deliver system last year
at the Hamilton Career Center. The training proved suc-
cessful, as the county saw a countywide drop in its Public
Protection Classification to a Class 4, which will mean
savings in insurance premiums for homeowners.

that have been added in
property taxes in recent
years helped make the
rating possible.

“It just goes to show
the increased investment
into the fire service over
the past four years is
worth its while,” he said.
“It’s not just an expense,
it’s an investment, and
we're able to show that

Fair Play had been the
only fire department in
the county to be graded on al
the water shuttle system
rather than a fire hydrant nervous because of the
system. King admitted
some in the county were
a little concerned about

back to the community.

I am proud of the work,
the sweat equity, the long
nights that the volunteers
and each team member
put into it.”

The county is working
through a plan to build
eight fire substations to
bring other areas closer
to fire stations. Three are
already completed, and

going to a countywide
rating that would affect
1 departments.

“It made a lot of folks

unknown,” he said. “Fair
Play Fire Department”
proved that it worked in
the 1990s. but the uneas-

King said. ' instance —they've gone
All homes in theunin- from a 5to a4. While

corporated areas within there’s some improve-

five miles of a fire station s

will see their Public SEEISO, PAGE A5

1 1ts while’

three more are budgeted
for this year.

“That will bring the
majority of homes in,”
King said of the substa-
tions. “We know where
the pockets are after that.-
One is Fishers Knob/Lake
Jocassee area. We've got
to do somie work up there,
whether it’s a fire station
ora fire boat. Then there
will be other little pock-
ets.”

The new rating will of-
ficially go into effect Jan.
1. King said homeowners
should call the Oconee
County Fire Services
Office at (864) 638-4200 to
request a letter that will
state the person’s address
and the new fire rating to
give to insurance compa-
nies.

“We encourage them to
shop around; insurance
companies use the PPC
grading as just a portion
of underwriting insur-
ance,” King said. “There’s
a lot that goes into it. We
encourage them to look
around. There’s a value in
shopping when it comes to
insurance.”

ncannada@upstatetoday.com | (864) 973-6684
Follow on Twitter @NormCannada

worked.”

iness of making it work
on a large scale across the
county made me and a lot
of us nervous. They did a
great job of demonstrating
their capability, and it

King added the 2.9 mils




