Oconee: Deception
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WALHALLA — Decep-
tiveactions by the project
manager ovorseeing the
runway extensionat the
Qconee County Regional
Airport have caused the
project to stall and sig-

nificantly increase its
costs; county officials said
Wednesday.

The project manager
with Talbert & Bright, an

airport consulting firm
based ih Wilmington,
N.C., led Oconee officials
to belipve thiat a necessary
stormwater permit had
been obtained when, in
fact, it had not.

“At the time, the engi-
nesr informed Oconee
COounty thata stormwater
permit was inplace in
accordance with state -
and federal laws, and that
the project was ready to
proceed,” County Admin-

istrator Seott Moulder said
in astatement released
Wednesday. “In fact,
Oconee County was shown
either the original ora
copy of the permit.”

Moulder issued the’
statement amid increas-
ing scrutiny and questions
regarding the delay of the
$4.2 million project.

The public relations
nightmare exploded in
Moulder’s lap a few weeks
into his tenure as the new
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