- Oconee County

land purchases
top $3.4M
since 2009

BY MIKE EADS
THE JGURMAL

WALHALLA
— (conee County has
bought a lot of land
im the last fouryears.
The purchases have
been earmarked for
thé yet-to-he-built
jail, industrial parks,
the rock quarry,

g new library and
more.

_ Muehoof it has been
put inte use or is
about to, and the rest
remains idle.

The bigeest pur-
chase by far was Echo
Hills in 2010, accord-
ing to documents:
provided by County
Administrator Scott
Maoulder. The county
paid England Proper-
ties LLP $2.5 million
for 4449 aeres of woods
and pasture.

The land south
of West Union, now
known as Echa Hills
Industrial Park, is
about to receive $2.4

The city and cotmty purchased
the propertvjeintly, then Seneca

e fiot

million worth of site
prep, including grav-
el pads foir 300,000
and 50.000 sguare foot
buildings, interior
roads and the exten-
sion of sewer service
from an Qconee Joint
Regional Sewer An-
thority line running
along S.C. 11.
Economic devel.
opment aims also
spurred the county to
spend $400,000 for 111
acres of woods and
fields on the old Pro-
pex site in Seneca.

SEE LAND, PAGE AT
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2012
| Rock quarry - $342,000
Cedl Durham lot for jail - $112 000
- Foxwood Hills (fire substation) — §5
| Propex — $400,000

| 2011
Westminster library — $30,000

- 2010

| Echo Hills - $2,500,000
| 2000

{ Hamilton CC - $1

S. Church St. in Walhalla (at Law Enforcement Center) — $60,000

| Seneca library at Blue Ridge Elementary - $1

ity. The County Council has more
than $15 miltion left from a previ-
ous bond sale to build the new jail,.
bt has yet to commission any
architectural plans for the Durham
property.

Moulder recently nigotiated a
deal to add two new parcelsio the
county’s rock guarry operation.
The added land, 9.6 acres bought
from Maurige Thompson and 1.7
acres bought from .Jesse Harvey,
cost $342,000 and is expected to add

 another 30 years of operating life

to the guarry, a profit center for
county finances.

Two purchasss have been tied
'to building a new Oconee County

took over theold plant and Oconee [Jail. The first ong, next to the Law

County got the adjoining land,

:Enforcement Center on South

which has been redubbed the “Sen- ‘Church Street in Walhalla, came
‘in 2010. The County Council had

Economic Development Director hoped the quarter-acre, which cost

eca RailGite”

Richard Blackwell has big plans

$60,000, would allow rebuilding the

for this site; including possibly two new jail on the same site as the old
large industrial buildings and ex- one; however, the City of Walhalla
tending & rail spur to the bordering wouldn’t give zoning approval for
Norfolk Southern line. Money hag the new jail. Earlier this sum-

yet to be appropriated to prepare  1er, the cotncil agreed to spend
the land for building, but that could $112,000 for 24 acres across Dietrick
come late this year or early next.  Street from the county and school

= . " ; administration buildings. Maost of
that land, purchased from. Six Mile
Iumber dealer Ceeil Durham, lies
outside Walhalla’s zoning author-

e ——T

The county also paid;

» £30,000 to Francis Davis for land
on North Main Street for the Wast-
minster Library;

» 35 to Foxwood Hills subdivision
for the site of a new county fire
substation;

+» 81 to the School Distriet of
Oconees County for land next to
Blue Ridege Elementary Schoolto

. build the new Seneca Library (a
plan since shelved), as well another

%1 deal for land at the Hamilton
Career Center.
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