.COIICC Pickens:

‘insevere drought
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SENECA The
South Carolina Drought
Response Committee,
which is comprised of

. representatives from
multiple state and local

. agencies, met via con-
- ference call Wednesday

to update the drought

statuses for all counties

‘'within the state.

. According to informa-
tion provided by South
Carolina Department

-of Natural Reésources

_ ‘Mlzzell some counties: .

' throughout the Iast 80
days, intensifying the -

‘ impacts to agrlculture
increasing concern re-. .
garding forestfires and -

L ‘ake levels:-
<t is, ] arestojs

| of an inch,” Mizzell said.’
| The committee faces -
|

1' takes into consideratio;
multlple factors, inelud
( ing agriculture, forest -

I fire risk; water supply o

_and Water qualify, - i
““The committee Wlll

. below normal vairifall,”
"committee chairman -
Ken Rentiers said.
According to the S.C,

Department of Agricul-
ture, fieldsin the Pee - :
Dee are drying out from .
Hurricane Matthew and

+ the worsening drought

‘on summer pasture,

" forages and row crops

" may be down by 50 to 70
‘percent,” commissioner . .

- state climatologist Hope ‘ :

R 3;;average levels, But to
- extingnish the fires -

- time and resources are
Jowering streamﬂow and

3f’a challenge ak -it'tr:les to .. .nais usual]y December

. right for that tomove up
" sooner, We advise that
all outdoor: burningbe
conducted W1th extreme

closely monitoxr'the sfc_ua ;. N
tion since the foreca' s

for-a continued: pattern of. - inthe Upper Savannah’ \

inthe Upstate and
Piedmont is weighing. -
heavily on 1ivestock and .
Crops.

- “Thave heard from
farmers, extension

"agents and our staff in

the Upstate that yields

Hugh Weathers said.

-“The data collected from |
the weekly crop progress « | .-
- - reports.confirm deg-
- radatien of tangéand |
pasture: condltions and_ + ol
iy Bl
i

occurring in the Up-

-state, partlcularly those

v
t

in the mountains, more -

required. - S

“Wlldﬁres occurrlng B
-in the mountaing and
Piedmeont are exhibiting:
aggressive fire behavior,

- .therefore increasing safe-'

ty concerns,” 8.C. Forest-

. ry Commission five staff
forester Brad Bramlett
said. “The main fire

season in South Caroli:

i
and Upper Santee Basifs

- have:been below normal |

for much of the past six
months, and those con-
ditions have worsened = |
since early to mid-Sep-..

tember as the result of

continued low ramfall

' patterns,

_;leﬁl‘lS and;Anderson countles'havé been °
pgraded to severe drought status by the South Carplll
‘na Drought Respunse Commlttee : '




