0C economic developer

l10n deal W1thMlche11n

{0 rise. So that’s some-

BY STEVEN BRADLEY ] pI"imary gojals in 2016, _
' THE JOURNAL North Americanot fallen- . “Blackwellsaid Oconee. - thing that_.we re satlsﬁed
: S throughlast . leads the state of South- - with.”. :
WALHALLA — Coming month. But - .Carolina in Wage growth, The OEA director said

off its. most prolific year .

to date, Oconee’s lead-

ing econemic developer o
predicts-that the county

Richard

g the county
plannlng

Blackwell told - :

; _’commlssmn

~according to the U.8, Cen-.
' sus, and through econom-
i ic dévelopment efforts, -

roughly 900 new jobs have

. the credit for that success

was not due to the office,
but a1i economic basein. -

" the county that he re- - -

will douible that amount - . been created in the county - ferred toasa threejlegged_
of capital investiment thls . “this week - in the last four years ' st'o_el — tnanufacturlng,— _
time around, Blackwell that setbaek ' “So‘there’s more money  agribusiness and the tour-
That would have been won't keep the “in the pockets of ,p‘e_o'ple ism service economy.:
already guaranteed, of - Oconee Economic A - here'in Ogonee County,” ‘i—The only way we're _
course, had a $175 mil- -ance from achlevmg itg . he sald “and it contlnues going to keep low taxes is.

predlets'

A by contmumg to dlvermfy
‘our economic base ¥ he e

) anner 'ye ar

' and even Wlthout Mlche-
‘1in, there are plenty other

said. - prOJects i1 the pipeline.
Adfor Mlehelin, Black #In 20186, if everythmg
well said the county is ~ pops the way it should —.
. “gtill talking to them - just with the deals that’
* every month” and hopesa = are working through
deal can ¢ometo fruition,  county couricil now —
But Blackwell said that -~ we’ll double the capital
through economic devel- investment that we had -
opment efforts, Oconee ~ © last year,” he said, “And -
added 426 new jobsand - " that’s important to the
BAN N E R BI ,$53 million in capital in-- S ‘
¢ vestment last ye}ar alone,.. . SEEBANNER, PAGEAS

FROM PAGE Al
tax'payers, because we .

revenues,
“There’s this blg, bad ‘ '

+ .thing that wehave to
‘keep in ‘mind called Duke

‘Energy; and at some

point — I hope inmy .

. lifetime; I hope 1 live an-

‘other 60 years —nuclear

power generation on that
campus as we know jtis
probably going to look
different. :

“And by looking
different, it may mean-

. lessening-the revenues

coming off that facility, .

_Thope I'm wrong, but wet

can’t hedge our bets on
something like that,”
Blackwell saidl one chal-
lenge the county is facing
is a lack of industrial °
buildings — his inven-,.

. tory does not currently -
. include anything between

.a.20 000-square foot bulld

_ ing and a 200,000-square-
foot- bulldmg

want to diversify the tax .

“Nothing in between,”..

‘he said. “If my phone

rings right now from.
somebody in China who
needs a 60,000:square-foot

building, we do niot have *-

t. ... We've got land, but
a lot of companies have
been approved for a build-
ing.solution. They can’t
walit six to 12 months for
that building to come out
of the ground. -

Blackwell also talked
about the role of specula-
tive buildings in dr1v1ng
growth. ,

“we've built two, and
we've sold two,” he said. -
“We the taxpayers did
not lose money on either
of those deals, ... Were-
turned roughly $500,000
back to the general
fund.”

With the. Mlchelln deal

T

off t‘he table, at least for

~ the time being, the coun-
ty has moved to revive a -

. previous deal with Pattil- -
loIndustrial Real Estate .

to develop the Golden

' Corner Commerce Park.

— where Michelin would

_havelocated —on 8.C,

Highway 59 near Fajr
Play.

“That park W111 sell
itself. ... You're talking
2 miles to the Interstate,
gither Exit 2 or- Exit 4,”
he said. “We've lost a lot

" of projeets because our

friends at Michelin have
had that land tied up.

. Which is fine, We made -
that choice, and it was.a

good choice, -

“But we've seen the
activity, and we know.the
activity is there —and -

_ we've just got to continue.

to invest in ourselves.” . .

.sbradtey@upslatet_oday.cum | (364) 9?3'—5.1-28




