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Nuke plant
gets clean
safety check

NRC review doesn’t ease critics’
concerns over aging, storage

By Anna Simon
N BUREAU
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SENECA — Rita Meigs, who lives close 10
Oconee Nuclear Gtation on Lake Keowee,
doesn't worry about the safety of the Duke En-
ergy facility and wasn' surprised that Oconee

will get good '[:.I:'.tEﬂ’EE- in its upconing annual per-

QIMInission. o _ N
“T've found nuclear facilities to be very safe,
<aid Meigs, who sold personal protecve equip-
ment and consulted in that industry for more
than 20 vears and has visited numerous nuclear
facilities.

No significant concerns arpse at Oconee dur-
ing 2009, according to the NRC assessment to be
presented at a public review at 6:30 p.m. today
and open house ui i1 8 p.m. at the World of B+
ergy at the muclear station off State 130 north of

Seneca. o
‘At a time when Oconee, like many of the na
tion's nuclear plants, is aging, and construction

cern as time goes on,” said Clements, who is
Southeastern nuclear campaign coordinator for
Friends of Earth. “The stress and strain of radi-
ation and high pressure is causing wear and feat
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of the plants that could lead
to more likelihood of acci-
dents.”

“The discovery of radio-
active tritium in two moni-
toring wells at Oconee, re-
cently reported by The
Greenville News, and a
buildup of spent fuel rods
stored at the plant are twWo
of Cements’ specific con-
cerns.

Sandra Magee, a Duke
spokeswornan, gaid radio-

/

active tritium found eadier solved.

this year in two of 54 moni- “The commission will
toring wells at Oconee is confinue fto evaluate the

ific highlevel waste issue,”
area” and poses BO heslth Haonah said. And the com

il

“very isolated 1o @

risk to worlkers or the pub- mission is “well aware’

- lic. To this point, the leaks plants ate agmg and looks
are helow regulatory fimits carefully at equipment and
and deemed by the NRCto programsto address aging
be of low safety signifi- jssues in the license rene-
cance, said Roger Hannah, wal process and ongoing

an NRC spokesman. evaluations, he said.

Clements said he also be- The Oconee plant met all
lieves the NRC and general NRC safety objectives dur-
public need to be more dili- ing 2009, and performance
gent about spent fuel stor- for all three units was at a
age and the buildup of level that will require no ad-
high-level nuclear wasie OB ditional NRC oversight,
the site until the issue of 2 according to NRC docu-

national repository is re- ments,



