By Rep. Chip Limefiouse
ince the disastrous
Japanese earth-

- quike and tsunami
hit the front pages of ev-
ery newspaper, South
Carolinians have prayed
and offered their money,
time, antd support for the
millions affected in Japan.
Following our natural
stages of grief and con-_
cern, the obvious question
comes to mind as we
wonder how this tragedy
could have happened, and
then ask g, “Can it
happen here in the Pal-
metto State?”

After listening to the
armchair experts postur-
}gﬁ to make their point, 1

it necessary to find the
facts. Speaking to ad-
vocates and ¢ ents of
nuclear power, [ have
Comie to SO
basic truths about this
energy source, | share
these facts, so the public
can draw ifs own conclu-
sions in a practical and
simple way. My intensive
soul sear about the
future of muclear power
and how it will affect my
children and my state js
something I needed lo do
as a policy maker to fully
comprehend its safety and
place in our energy port-
folio, Tt isno secret that 1
have been an outspoken
etitic of coal-fired power,
so | believe that [ speak
with some clarity on this
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should come as no sur-
prise that the average
overall retail price of elec-
tricity in our state is about
10 percent below the na-
tional average. Add to that
henefit the fact that en-
ergy experts point to the
safety record of American
reactors and readily admit

they are the most reliable
power plants on the elec-
tricity grid.

The demand for nuclear

r rests with its many

nefits, ts main advan-
tage over other methods
is that it is among the -
cleanest means o pro-
duce energy: It does not
resultin the emission of
greenhouse gases or
other pollutanis comnmi-
ly associated with the
burning of fossil fuels. So,
as South Carolinians be-
COME MOre enviromunen-
tally conscious, we find
nuclear power to be the
most viable option for
cleart electricity genera-

fion.

With the growth of
businesses investing in
Sputh Carolina and the
addition of new homes,
our demand for electricity
is expected 1o sub-
stantially, South Carolina
is now in the process of
expanding our nuclear
gower capacity with the

uilding of the joint
SCE&G/Santee Cooper
V.C. Summer reactors in

Nuclear power is vital to South

Fairfield County.

- As is the case with all

South Carolinians, [ want-
ed to know that this ex-
pansion is safe for our
citizens and that a Japa-
nese-style disaster would
fiot pecur in our state. 1
am pleased to report that
SCE&G and Santee Coo-
per have been forthcom-
ing in providing details on
those concerns.

First, V.C. Summer Unit’
1 and the new units, as
required by the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission,
are (lesigned to withstand
earthquake motions equal
1o the plants’ maximum
projected seismic event,
which is based on the
detailed studies nfgﬁlﬂg}'
and seismology of

ed.

Second, following Ja-
pan’s earthquake, the
plants there reportedly
shut down automatically,

Carolina’s future

as designed, and their

issue.

As avital element of
America’s electricity port-
folio, nuclear energy pro-
duces power for one of

five homes and
businesses, In South Caro-
lina, about half the elec-
tricity produced within
our state comes from
niiclear power. This is a
major factor in the low-
cost power that South
Carolina enjoys. Nuclear
power has the lowest
production costs of any
form of large-scale electric
power available today, so it
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