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SENECA — The Oco-
nee Nuclear Station -will re-
ceive greater federal over-
sight under a U.S, Nuclear
Regulatory  Commission
decision that a blocked
emergency waterline in
one ofits reactors created a
substantial safety risk at
the station on the shores of
Lake Keowee

ine, a fourmonth d in
checking Oconee's other
two reactors after finding
the problem in Unit 1, and
an inaccurate technical re-
port were among the is
sues considered by the
NEC,

Druke =aid at a confe-
rence with agency officials
that the situation posed lit-
tle risk and shouldn't trig-
ger added federal over-
sight.

| “It should be disturb-
ing to the public living

The blocked eme cv sigh

HOW CLOSE DO YOU LIVE?
@ See which subdivisions

are near the Oconee Nuclear
Station at:

s7greenvilleonline.com

However, the federal

agency found that Duke En-
ergy’s failure to ensure the
standby shutdown
remained operable had sub-
and there will be more over-
ight.
The finding launches
Oconee into a “yellow” cate-
gory, the nexttothehigh-
est level of severity in the
agency’s colorcoded sys
tem to categorize safety is-
sues. _

Ifs'mem'sttimeqin-:eﬁm
agency began using the
fourcolor system in 2000
that Dhike has been cited on
a yellow finding.

See NUKE on page 5A

in close prox-
imity.”

Tom Clements, Friends of Earth
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Atno time was there any threat to
the safety of the public or workers at
the plant, said Sandra Magee, 4
Duke spokeswoman.

Duke could have faced a civil pen-
alty, in the form of & fine regarding
the inaccurate technical report.
However, the agency chose not to
impose a penalty based on the
plant’s prior history and because
the problem has been corrected,
said Roger Hannah, an NRC
spokesmar.

Yellow findings are infrequent at
the nation’s nuclear plants, Hannah
said, The findings against Oconee
will result in at least 12 onths of ad-
ditional federal oversight and poten-
tia_]g other NRC actions, Hannah
sai

Duke said its performance re-
i.mim‘ g operation of the system
idn't meet Duke or NRC stan-
dards. The company doesn'’t plan to
appeal the finding, Magee said.
Oconee has taken corrective action

and fixed the issue, Magee said.
Tom Clements, Southeastern nu-

clear campaign coordinator for

Friends of Earth, said a safety signif-
icance issue of this level is “quite
shocking and it should be disturb-
ing to the public iving in close prox-
imity and downwind of the reac-
tors”
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Ii the ine had been blocked in an
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emergency situation, “They can't

properly cool down an abnormalify

in reactor performance,” Clements
| said.

Magee said the lines that would
drain water from the reactors only
in highly unlikely emergency situ-
ations are only one of multiple back-
i systems at the facility that could
be used,

“The standby shutdown facility
has never been needed since it was
installed,” Magee said.

Oconee is adding another layer of
backup that will further reduce re-
liance on the standby shutdown fa-
cility, Magee said.

A related finding of a failure to
identify and correct degradation in
the standby shutdown systems of
Units 2 and 3 after the problem was
identified i Unit 1 was determined
to be “white,” which indicates an is-
sue of low to moderate safety signif-
%canoe and is less severe than yek
OW.

The three-unit Oconee plant, op-
erated by Duke Energy, is located
near Semeca, 30 miles west of
Greenville.



