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| SENECA — Bob and
Charlotte Otto  rarely
thought about living near
' the nation’slargest nuclear
 power plant in Arizona, but
as they build a new home
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These annual meetings
are rarely well attended.
Tuesday was different.
More than 30 residents at-
tended and asked ques
tions for mare than an
hour, and Oconee and
NRC officials responded.

David Browning also
lives near the nuclear
power plant and came fo
hear about what safety
measures are in place m
case of the umn ed.
Cybersecurity and spent
fuel storage also were on
his list of concermns,

David Wittnebert, presi-
dent of Shelter Cove Ho-
MEOWNETS iation, a
neatrby subdivision, came
to listen and report back to
his neighbors, He sees a
parallel between what hap-
pened in Japan and short-
comings seen here when
Hurricane Katrina hit the
Gulf Coast.

All of these residents
said they still believe nucle-
ar power is a safe, clean
and reliable  energy
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| source. But they want reas-
| surance that the nuclear
| power plant in their back-
| yard is really safe, prepared
to avoid the unthinkable.
Population has soared by
‘; more than 11 percent in the
| pastdecade in Oconee Nu-
| clear Station’s 10-mile
emergency planning zone,
. and more residents are in-
quiring about safefy here
| as Japan's nuclear crisis
. The numbers demon-
! strate the comfort level of
! residents as people con-
| tinue to move to the area
‘ near the nuclear plant, said
Sandra Magee, spokes-
woman for Duke Energy,
which owns and operates
the Oconee station,
*They've taken that into
consideration and  still
made the decision to pur
chase property in the
EMETgency planning

Zﬂl'lE,H ghe SEB.I.d

Oconee Nuclear Station
has seen a 32 percent in-
crease in the number of cal
entlars containing emer-
gency information that are
mailed each ‘year fo all
lomes, with the exception
of apartment and post box
addresses, in the 10-mile
emergency planning zone.
Oconee matled oul 30,837
calendars in 2000 and
40,642 calendars in 2010,
Magee said,

Calls and visits from area
residents with safety-relat
ed questions have in-
creased since an earth-
quake and fsunami trig-
gered radiation leakage at
Japan's Fukushima Daj-
ichi plant, Magee said.

“While they've known
that Ocones operates here
in their backyard, this has
come more to the forefront
of their mind and theyre
asking more questions,”
Magee said. “We haven't
seen 4 significant increase,
but we've seen some.”

Callers primarily wanl 1o
know more about emer-

gency planning in general
as well as how nuclear
. power works, back-up sys-
| tems, and safe operation of
the plant, Magee said.
Oconee’s  three-reactor
complex Ee!t all safety re-
quirements: last year, N
officials said. s s
All three Oconeé units
were under additional NRC
oversight during 2010 be-
cause of safety concerns.
The NRC cited a failure
| to adequately maintain the
plant's standby shutdown
systemns that can be used if
normal and emergency
systems are unavailable.
Last December;, the NRC
completed inspections that
determgned the necessary
corrective actions had
been completed.
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Another issue cited was
human performance, espe-
cially as Oconee makes ma-
Jor improvements and up-
grades for its next 20 years, !
salq Bill Jones, the NRC’s
regional deputy director of

reactor projects.

Should there be a need

to rely on safety systems

. being enhanced at Oconee,
the agency wants o know
work was done properly,

Jones said.

Pre%teon. Gillespie, Oco-
nee site vice president, ag-
knowledged the concern
and said it is being ad-
dressed. The difference
between a mistake at a nu-
clear plant and at other jobs
Is stressed to workers, he

said.

Tom Clements, South-
eastern nuclear campaign
coordinator with Friends of
Earth in Columbia, said
problems like this “appear
to have become chronic.”

Concerns about safe op-
eration of Oconee's aging
reactors, in operation since
the early 1970s, “will only
increase over time,” Cle
ments said.

Meanwhile, federal in-
spectors are examining a
new array of issues at all
nuclear plants amid the
continuing crisis in Japan,
Jones said.

“We don't understand at
this time the sequence of
events, the action they took
and how they got where
they are,” Jones said.

The NRC and America’s

nuclear industry are al
ready looking at all opera-
tions to make sure that
“mitigation equipment is in
place, diesels will start and
pumps will pump watet
wherever it needs to go,”

Jones said.
As the NRC and Duke
Energy  officials go

throigh the process at
Oconee, they are "looking
at the response piece, also
looking at our systems,
making sure owr equip-
ment is ready, doing addi
tional walldowns, just tak-
ing that extra step to make
sure the preparation is
there that has always been
there” Magee said. “We
are faking every step to
make stire there are no les-
sons missed from the Japa-
nese situation,” Magee
said, “Planning for the un-
thinkable makes our indus-
try stronger and safer, and
examining the Japan event
will help us do that.”



