No tax increase
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Pickens budget

New ambulance fee
being considered
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Pickens County’s 2012-13
budget has taken another ste
toward final approval an
could include a new fee for
residents who request ambu-
lance service but then refuse
transport to a hospital er oth-
er facility.

County Council has ap-
proved on second reading the
more than $52.3 million bud-
get, said County Administra-
tor Chappell Hur'st.

A public hearing and final
reading on the budget are ex-
pected June 18, Hurst said.

The budget goes into ef-
fect July 1.

Hurst said the budget
doesn'tinclude a taxincrease.
If given final approval, it
would be the seventh consec-
utive year that Pickens Coun-
ty has had a budget with no
tax increase, he said.

Hurst said a proposed new
fee the county is looking at

would be for residents who

call and regquest ambulance
service to come to their loca-
tion but who then refuse to be
transported to & hospital or
other facility.

He said 1t's to cut down on
urmecessary calls,

“A lot of people, they'll just
call us to check their blood
pressure, or either somebody
can't get out of a chair and
they just call us to get them
up,” Hurst said.

“It ties up an ambulance
that might otherwise be on a
gerjous call and therefore it
causes us to need additional
ambulances,” he said.

Hurst said the fee would be
$100 per imcident. He said
there isn't a fee currently.

“We're about the only ene
that I know {of that) did net
charge a fee,” Hurst said, de-
scribing what other ambu-
lance services charge.

He said the county is also
looking at a possible fee in-
crease for municipalities for
their inmates who are held by
the county at the Pickens
County Detention Center.

It has been $12 per inmate
per day and would go to $24
per inmate per day, Hurst
said.

He said the increase would
probably mean a total of
about $4,000 & year in addi-
tional money for the county
from all the municipalities
collectively.

“Over the last 20 years
we've had increases in food
costs and electricity and
clothing and all of the sup-
plies that the inmates use, and
8o this is basically just an at-
tempt to recoup some of those
costs,” Hurst said. “It’s not to
make money.”

The fee increase for mu-
nicjpalities and the new am-
bulance fee would both be ef-
fective July 1if approved.

Hurst said the budget also
covers increased expenses
for fuel costs, health insur-
ance and retirement contri-
butions for county employees
due to state requirements. It
reflects the continued Te-
duced level of aid to subdivi-
sions, which is money from
the state, he said.

The budget provides fund-
ing for anew ambulance crew

. in Easley, new fire stations in

the Pickens and Liberty rural
fire districts, centralization
of magistrate’ court offices
and the demolition of parts of
the former Liberty Middle
and Dacusville Elementary

-schools that the county is ac-

quiring from the school dis-
trict, Hurst said.



