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A Proterra electric bus recently visited Ram Cat Alley to show Seneca what a “greener”

public transportation system looks like.
BY MONICA KREBER thing dane as it should be
THE IOURNAL done.”
Halbig said he thinks at

SENECA — Newelectric  Ieast one of these new buses
buses for Senecaareinthe  isanthe line for construc-
process of being built, but tion completion.
they won't be on the street “We couldn’t accept the
until May, at the earliest, buses now, because we've
said Ed Halbig, planning got work to get done here
and development direcior (on infrastructure),” he
for the city. said.

"The huses are in con- The buses will come from
struction now, and we're Proterra in Greenville and
waiting on them,"” Halbig are expected to he “green-
said. er” by eliminating the use

He said it is not an issue of diese] fuel.
that the buses will arrive Mayor Dan Alexander
later than a previously said Seneca received a $4.1
hoped-for date of Marchor - million grant in November
April. 2011 to retirve its diesel bus-

“We don't want them es and create only farefree
that fast.” he said. “We glectrie buses for the area.

- don't want the buses tobe The grant came from the
rushed. We want every- Federal Transit Authority’s

Transit Investment in
Greenhouse Gas and En-
ergy Reduction program.
Receiving these electric
buses would make put Sen-
eca is a league of its own.
“Itiz a big deal,” he said.

““We'llbe the first city not

just in the state but in the
nation to be totally electric.
This is something for all
people to see

Alexander sald one
unique thing about the
glectric buses is they ¢an
be charged in seven to eight
minutes, all done by com-
ptter, The timing for the
electric buses is good too,
he said, because Seneca
was looking to update its
current buses,
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