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SALEM — With the .

first day of school just -

around the corner,

NEXT School Eagle

Ridge has named its
- founding faculty.

“I feel very fortunat'é/ '

and proud of the the
strong instructional
fmd support team join-
ing together to be part
- of the design and devel-
opment.of our learn-
ing framework and
community culture,”
principal Joe Green-
berg said, “All knew -
they were being asked
to be part of creating
something new and dif-
ferent, and are aware
that the professional .
expectations of a school
like NEXT dre greater
than what is typically
asked of educators.”
NEXT School Eagle
Ridge serves young
. ‘people entering grades
6-12 and is a fully ap-
p_roved tuition-free pub-
lic school, The school
will operate on the
former Tamassee-Sa--
lem Middle and High
- School campus, which
became.available fol-

t

lowing the decision late
in 2015 by the School
District of Oconee
* County to close the
community school,

The school will be B
hosting two family ori--
entation forums, one on
Friday evening at 6:30

SEE NEXT, PAGE A5
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{ pan. and another on Satur—
day at 10 a.m. The events
' i ! will be focused on sharing
ja comprehensive program.
! overview with key infor-
i mation about the school.

The school year will
officially begin Aug. 15,
The forums are also open

fto students and families
who are still considering
NEXT Scheol Eagle Ridge
and may be ready to start
or finish an enrollment

_ application.

Kristy Williams joined.
the NEXT teamas a
member of the science
faculty. Williams earned

i a Bachelor of Science .
l .degree in cross-cultural
} studies. She holds an addi-
1 tional degree in biological
! studies from Western Gov-
' ernors University, '
She will teach a begin- -

/ ner-level science class, as
l “well as biclogy and an Up-
- state ecolegy class at NEXT.
i “T'm really excited about
the real-world connections
\that we'll make with our
curricuium — how the
students will make con-
Blectlons with what they're
'learning now to how they
/view the world and how
they can impact their

j world,” Williams said. _.. .

Chris McCarrell brings
eight years of educational
experience and two years
of business management
experience with him to
NEXT. Most of McCar-
rell’s experience is at the

! middle school Ievel, but he
" has taught older grades as
. well. In addition, he has
~ also coached both basket-
ball and soccer and served
. as an athletic director,

McCarrell completed
his Bachelor of Arts in
history at the College of
Charleston, with a focus on’
secondaty education, and
holds a Master of Arts in

- educational administration
from Furman University.

on Aug. 15

He will join the NEX'T

. faculty as a social studies

instructor, teaching world
culture, U.S. historyand .
South Carolina history.
“] hope to bring some
real-world experience to

- the table; so students will

learn more skills that will
help prepare them for life
after NEXT — whether
that’s college or going into
the workforce,” McCarrell
said. -

After eight years in the
public school gystem, he
believes NEXT’s model .
provides an education for

“students that's a better fit-

for today’s society.

The school will usea.
corps of diverse and talent-
ed part-time and adjunct
faculty to complement its
program of studies, and
extended learning options
will dlso be afforded to

" gtudents through approved

commuhity academic, ca-
réer and service learning
placements such as Ham-
ilton Career Center and
field-based internships
with regional profession-
als and businesses, as well
as dual enrollment/credit
courses through Tri-Coun-

.ty Technical College.

“Everyone on our
support team has been em-
bracing the opportunity .|
and rising to the ambitious

. challenge of creating

from the foundation up a
robust and impact-driven
model that engages young
people purposefully in -
being co-creators of their
educational experience,
not merely consumers of
aprescribed curriculum,”
Greenberg said. “Together,
along with our students .-
and families, the faculty
are eager to be the pio- .
neers that get to chart the:
course for this new school
of choice in ¢gur region.”

For more information,
call (864) 406-6398.
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