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Frank and Cyrithia Fiorelle mnciude their day of hiking on the Foothills Trall at Table Rock State Parkon Tuluday

INEW signs lead the

way to better hlkmg

Trailhead info will give visitors
distance to next point, location

By Julie Howle

STAFE WRITER
Jhowisigresnvillanaws.com
PICKENS. — - Volun-

teers have put in hun-
dreéds of hours working
on new signage along the
popular Foothills Trail as
part of an effort to pro-
mote the trail and im-
prove hiker safety.
Thirtytwo signs were
installed along the 76-mile
trail, including from Cae-
sar's Head, Table Rock,
Sassafras Mountain and
Oconee State Park, said
John Park, a board mem-

‘ber for the Foothills Trail

Conference, & nonprofit
organization formed to
promote the trail and co-
ordinate its maintenance.

“We feel like having
nice signs at these public
trailheads is a good way to
promote the trail, to make
sure pecple recognize

what it is,” said Park, who

is chairman of the com-

mittee created by the con-
fer(;?ces hoard to work
on the signs.

“We want peaple to he
safe on the trail, 50 having
signs that let people know
where they are on the
trail, how many miles it is
to the next point on the
trail, is important,” he
said.

Kent Dykes, president
of the Greater Easley
Chamber of Comumnerce
and amember of the Foot-
hills Traii Conference,
said the signs can help
promote the trail.

“The Foothills Trail is
one of the bestkept se-
crets in the Upstate and it
is nationally known as a
beautiful, 76-mile-long
trail that is very challeng-
ing,” Dykes said. “It goes
through some very pris-
tine areas through the Jo-
cassee Gorges that you

“We want people

to be safe on the
trail.”

John Park, Foothills Trail
Conference

have the opportunity to
see true wild waters.”

‘The Foothills Trail runs
from Table Rock State
Park to Oconee State
Park, he said.

Park said in some cases
they replaced old signs,
and in other cases there
were no signs.

“We have finished a first
phase of the project, and
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that first phase was to put
new signs at all of the ma-
jor trailheads,” Park said,
describing areas where
there is vehicle access so
people can get on the trail.

He said the signs in-
clude what direction and
area theyre headed to-
ward, such as Table Rock,
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the distance to those
points, and the distance to
the next major trailhead.

He said the first phase in-
volved about 300 man
. hours from the committee
members and 20 other trail
conference members who
volunteered, from working
on the design and mount-
ing the signs on posts to i+
stalling them.

Park said the trail follows
property owned by ent-
ties, such as Duke Energy,
South Carolina Depart-
ment of Natural Resources,

North Carolina and South

Carolina state parks, and
two districts of the TLS.
Forest Service.

The conference worked
with those groups and re-
ceived help in funding and
materials from several of
them. The first phase cost
about $7,500, Park said,
with the money coming
from donations by the
property stakeholders, cor-
porate gifts and the group’s
general budget.

Although the project
started about 18 months
ago, the work isn’t finished.

“This (phase) focused on
the trailheads because we
knew that's where most of

" the people see the Foothills

Trail when they’re coming

and they may hike a short
distance on the trail and
then backtrack,” Park said.
“The next thing we're look-
ing into is what we call in-
ternal signage.”

He said the internal sign-
age may be needed along
the trail in the backcountry
and more remote areas
where there might be a
trail intersection: or a trail
that intersects with an old
logging road, Park said.

“We want to make sure
that people, when they get
to those places that may be
confusing, know where the
Foothills Trail is, to be on
the same trail as opposed
to taking a wrong furn. and
going down an old logging
road,” he said.



