New ecell
tower to
extend

coverage
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PICKENS — County

planning commissioners
gave the go-ahead Monday
| mtght for the construction
eellular tower in north-
ern Pickens County, a
move supporters say could
have other carriers follow-
ing close behind to extend
cellphone coverage in an

| area with little service.
Jonathan Yates, an attor-
ney for Mount Pleasant-
| based Optima Towers, told
the five-member commis-
"sion that "Pickens County
doesnt enjoy very good
cell coverage compared to

the rest of the state.”

However, he said that
eould change with the 250-
foot tower Optima is build-
ing for Sprint.

“When one (cell provid-
er) comes in and starts fill-
ing out their network, we
hope that will create the
competition so the others
will come in,” Yates said.

According to Yates and
Martin Deputy, a director
with Optima Towers who
also spoke at the meeting,
the tower will have space
for four antennas in addi-
tion to the Sprint antenna.

The tower will be on a 10-
acre tract pear Woodport
Road and U.S. 178. Yates
said there is good tree cov-
erage around the site, and
Optima will create a 10-foot
buffer, planted with leyland
cypress frees.
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