: called “Equus Club at Lake Ke-
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WALHALLA A Greenville

entrepreneur told Oconee County
planners this week thatfie couldbe

about a-year’s time after he gets ap-:

* proyval for a mixed-use development 5
plan that includes an equestriancen-
jter, lodgings and residential homes. - - ,
f‘=_iand What he presented ¢ Richards
said Thursday. “What1 expect at. 4
- _".the next, meetmg is that it'Il'come”

- hack to ug, andwe're. probably going
" to'vote-OK and send: 1t ot t0,(O¢onee
County Ccuncﬂ) With a,reco nen- -
i dat1on to'go ahead with '

-Businessman Russ Gardiner

presented detailed plansand-

fislded questions from members'
of the Oconee Coynty Planning
Commission about his proposed -

deVelcpment which would combine = -

a winery, restaurant, equestrian
center, cottages for overnight stays -

ahd:about 30 lots to be sét aside for -

~ «acres on the shores of Liake: Keowee
. .'abuttmg the Cliffs at Keowee Fa]ls
- *-South near Salem;’

residential homes,
To accommodate his prcject

owee,” Gardinger is asking Oconee j

‘County t0 rezone some 430.acres

from residential to-planned devel-
opment district. Planning staff is -

expected tc recommend approval of
thezoning change when ccmm1s~

* sion niembers ineet Oct, 12.

.- All six of the seven planners who .
- -were present and heard Gardiner” 8 :
- presentation Tuesday. n1ght 11ked

~ operating a Lake Keowee wineryin' . .
© niissioh membet Cha,rl'
"f'R1chards said,

what they heard and saw; com

“The eix of us were

Gardiner’s: development on Stamp

Creek Road includes about 150" -

-“Our mission is to aseemble an all

best wine in the South,” Gardiner s

‘website, equueclubwmery com, says. '

ew Lake Keowee winery pitch

" The W1nery. w1ll-b_e pa1red w1th

- the Equus Culinary Center witlia

“farm-to-table” concept featuring
specially designed outdoor grilling
stations. The culinary experience

. ‘entvisioned by Gardiner would"
_:'_'- ‘fhelude: cooking classes through a

© vigiting Chefs program ii partner—

+8hip with Culinary Institute of the

Qarohnas/ Greenville Techmcal

bers how tc create de11cicus d1shee

all vearlong,” the website says.:
-Richardsssaid thatunder the. -

rezoning change to’ planned de-

velcpment distr1ct; 20 percent of

- the 430:acre development must be

re31dent1al five percent ccmmermal

- and the rest wculd have to be green

space ;
R1chards sald 1t 8 pcss1b1e Gar~ .

d1ner s prcject could be brought to

COunty ccuncﬂ as early as Oct 20..

'+ star team of winemakers to.make the . -

carios@upﬁateloday ccm I (364) 9736684
" Fellow on Twitter @cgmewsupstate



