Never
say never

Official: Tyler lawsuit
always a possibility
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WALHALLA — A ranking member of the
Oconee County Council would not dizeount the
possibility that the company responsible for
{cones’s reassessment could be sued. .

Council Chairman Joe] Thrift
said this week that there’s always
the pussibility that Tyler Technolo-
gies fne, could besued.

Almuost 65,000 property owners
have appealed Tyler's assessments.,

Thrift said the-appeals this year
have surpassed the more than
5,000 filed during the controversial
2006 reassessment.

However, Thrift said he had no
idea whether the county would
enter into litlgation, adding that
County Administrator Scott
Moulder would have a role inthat

. decision.

“Youcan sueany day. any time,”
Thrift said, but cautloned it might
be premature to be thinking along

those lines,

Moulder has'said hie is not at herty to discuss

(]

what steps might be taken toward holding Tyvler

accountable for its work.

Two weeks ago Moulder said publicly that
there were issues with some of the data pre-
serted by Tvler, and that the county recognized
there are errors in the company’s data.

Moulder said the adjustment rate on appeals
was more than 60 percent.

He 4aid one of'the options available to the
eounty isto tall with Tvler about the quality of
itsworl.

Tvier officials have declined to talk with The:

Journal.

Moulder said the focus of county staff is to
hrandle appeals and he is opposed to scrapping
the work done by Tyler or doing another reas-
sessment because it would cost hundreds of
thousands-of dollars,

Thrilt agrees with Moulder.

“Parsonally, I would not overturn it,” Thrift

.+ said of the reassessment.

Alihough the number of appeals so far is
approaching 10 percent of the approximately
62,500 paircels that Tyler appraised, Thrift said

' 890 percent have not come forward.

He said that statistically the reassessment is
not out of fine. ]

Councilman Reg Dexter argued that prior to
Tvler's onsite inspections, the county relied on
information from aerial photographs that have
nof been the most accurate.

Dexter said ha's only had one phone ¢all
related to reassessment and various face-to-face
disclissions.

Hi= advice toanyvone who thinks their as-
sesament might be off is to appeat by the Dec. §
deadline,

Before he was elected to council, Dexter said
lie thought twice about appealing his 2006 reas-
sessment beeange the notice included a warning
ta “be aware that it cowld go up” on appeal. He
said that is not the case any more.

“Ifvou think there is something wrong, take
care of it,” Dexter said. “Don’t have fear of retri-
bution.”
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