‘Museum to display anc

ByMattMcNab
ISLAND PACKET = -+

A" canoe that is nearly"

600 years old will return to

the area where it was dis-

covered when it is-put-on
- display Wednesday at the
. Parris Islanid Museum,

" tobebuiltbetween1300and

1420, ~submerged in. a.
" marshnear ParrisIslandin-

. 1988, aceording toEast Car-

olina University professor .

Lynn Harris.- .

It was removed from.,
. the marsh and tested. Re- .

searchers believe it is a
. product OftheMiSSiﬁSIPPi-
. an culture of Native Amer-

- icans, aperiod that runsbe-~
. tween 800 and the early -
i+ 1500s, : :when . Europeans
- first made contact in the -

New World, Harrjs said,. . -

~The canoe’s restoration
© and exhibitionis funded by

- the Parris Island Historical

! ‘Society..

" Local : - historian - and ’
-marsh comber James Cool-"
er foundthe canoe, thought

Harris said ECU is one

" of the few universities in'

the worldthat conducts un-

_derwater archaeology. She

led the reconstruction of

thel cange from the frag--
“ments pulled from _the

marsh, along. with ECU

graduate: students Alyssa _
- Iy broken dovm for further
cia: The three came to-the-. :
area twice in'the past year.

Reisner andSonia. Valen-

to analyze and connect the
fragments;-¢ - ol

" The ‘¢ance was: pulled
from ‘the marsh - June 7,

1989, by a team of Marines
.. and -archaeologists, - Ste-
phen  Wise, Parris Island .
Museum curator, was part

of the recovery team: and
will introduce: Harris at a
lecture, ‘Which -starts® at
12:15 p.m. Wednesday,”

Reisner - and - Valencia
‘will also :make. presenta--

tions with Harris,. - - -
-After-nearly 25 years of

alternating’ between stor- -

age and treatments - in-

" cluding onein 2011inwhich
‘the fragments were freeze- -

=

- 4F

ient canoe

dried in Maryland to bre-
serve them — Hatris and
her stidents were able to
access the canoe in May .
2013 and begin putting to-
gether the “jigsaw puzzle.”

.. The: fragments were
connected - -using: ‘plastic -
ties 50 they couild be quick-

study, Harris" said. The
team also studied mark- .
ixigs on the canoe, possibly

‘madeby toolsor fire, " .-
. Harris and the students

sent-several recommenda- . ,
tions to the Parris: Island
Museurn about thie vessel's

display. The: canoe will be -

exhibitedtomakeit appear -

as it did almost 600 yeéars

‘ago, It will be emnbedded in
‘seulpted, dark-brown foam

tomakeitlookasifitisina
marsh, and marsh grass .
will be added around it, ac-
cording to'a news release
from the museum: -~ . 7 .
~+"The- caneewill- be -as-
sembled. in* the - exhibit
Tuesday, museum officer
George Hijar said, -~/
T
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