Mountain bike trail created
along scenic Lake Ha,rtwell
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It seems there aren’t
enough mountain bike
trails near the Upstate. So

av new route needs to
be at:knuwiadgqi eﬂ;m:l i‘f '
ii'ﬂ- on the Georgia side of
Lake Hartwell, just m.-ar
ﬂleamtah:;a

The 7.2-mile muum‘ain

bike a.ml multipurpose

Lake.lt waamndummib!a
e s of
¥ o
Engineers and the South-
ern m‘f Road Bicycle As-
sociation (SORBA).

“The trail was designed
by the Hartwell office of
the Army Corps and SOR-
BA in 2009. The two also
applied for "Handshake
Partnership funding.”
which i3 described as a
program that “creates
new or enhances existing,
recreation and natural re-s
sources management op-
portunities. It encourages
community engagement
and promotes mutually
beneficial activities be-
tween the Corps and part
ner organizations,” the
press release said.
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The proposed multi-
purposetrail exceeded the
criteria, and in January
2010 the project won
$25,000 in federal funds as
seed money for the trail.
SORBA matched the grant
by donating $20,000 in vol-
unteer efforts and labor.

Open to bikers, hikers
or walkers, the trail is nes-

fled within Paynes Creek,

which is owned and oper-
ated by the Corps.
“The trail will enhance

‘mountain biking and rec-

reational activities on the
upper portion of Hartwell
Lake and increase oppor-
tunities for bank fishing,
hiking and bird watching,”
spid Zach Harkness,
Corps natural resources
program manager, in the

release. “About 75 percent
of the frail runs along the
shoreline, so hikers get to
enjoy a beautiful lakemde
view while they exercise.”

Georgia SORBA
groups from Gainsville,
Columbus and Athens, as
well as groups based in
Upstate South Carolina,
volunteered for the proj-
ect.




