Mountain Lakes Classic set to tee off

BY ERIC SPROTT
THEJOLRNAL

SENECA —With
professional golfers from
across the globe having -
already descended upon
Seneca earlier in the
week, the National Golf
Association Tour has
officially rolled into town
as Cross Creek Planta-
tion preparesto host the
‘Mountain Lakes Classic
beginning Thursday
morning. -

All that’s left prior to
thefirst 8 a.m. tee time
15 today’s pro-am tourna-
ment, weather permit-
ting, and Mark Ernst,
the PGA professional and
Director of Golf Opera-
tions at Cross Creek, said
the course is ready to
g0 for the tournament,
which will run through
Sunday.

“Everything is kind of
coming along ag sched-
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uled,” Ernst said. “The
polf course is pretty well
inthe tournament condi-
tion we're looking for. It's
plaving pretty firmand .
fast, and the grieens have
moderate speed to them.”
The tournament will
begin with 162 profes-
glonals in the field from
all over the world, includ-
ingz players from China,
England, New Zealand
and Scotland, while the
United States has a heavy
representation as well.
Numerous college
All-Americans will be
in the field along with
players who have played
on both the PGA and

Nationwide tours, while
Seneca native Drew
Ernst —Mark's son and

. the brother of 2011 NCAA

individual women’s
champion Austin Ernst
of LSU — will also be in
the field after a success-
ful collegiate career at
Coastal Carclina.

"It's a very diverse field
with guys from literally
allover the world,” Ernst
said, “There's alot of
former NCAA All-Ameri-
cans who are playing
in the tournament, and
{here's a lot of really, re-
ally pood players that are
going to be there,

*And with Direw, he’s
obviously played more
rounds than anybody else
here, so he's got a little
experience and knowl-
edege.

The par-72 course,
which plays at 6,946
varids has hosted numer-
OUs major tournaments

in the past, including
anevent on the Hooters
Tour — the previous
incarnation of the NGA
Tour — in 2004, the South
Carolina Open in both
19497 and 2008, and a TLS.
Openqualifier event in

2008,

Theevent is expected to
purmp $200,000 info the lo-

«cal economy, while a por-

tion of the proceeds will
g0 to the Oconee Medical
Center Foundation.

The winner of the event
is set to take home a
purse of approximately

$25,000.

Tee times will range
from 7:30 a.m. through
4:04 p.m. on Thursday
and Friday, then from &

-a.m. through 9:52 a.m,

after the cut on Saturday
and Sunday.

Admission to the event
isfree.
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