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WALHALLA — Oconee's
Mountain Lakes Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau
wants to tap the mator
coach industry in an effort
to boost tourism opportu-
nities in the county.

Mountain Lakes CVR
Executive .
Direcibr Ken
Sloan took
the first step

ing that goal

by announc--
ing this week
the hiring of

toward achiev-

Whitney Ellis.

Sloan said Ellis would
work part-time to attract
motor coach routes in
Ceonee for day trips.

Ellis said Friday that she
plans to juggle her part-
time work in Oconee with
ohgning part-time work
with'the South Carolina
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attract bus tours

sald. "We want to show
other sides this area offers
with the beautiful Blue
Ridge Mountains, water-
falls, hiking trails and
ofher atfractions."

Sloan and Ellis have
get a goal of getting four
motor coach companies to
establish routes in Oconee

within the next year.

Ellis said she combines
a love of retail sales and
state history t0 promote
tonrism in the state.

“Now I'm selling Oconee
County to the motor coach
industry,” she said.
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Department of Parks, Rec-
reation and Tourism and
the South Carolina Na-
tional Heritage Corridor
in Region 1 that inclndes
Oconee, Anderson and
Pickens counties,

“Tour groups know
South Carolina for its
beautiful beaches,” Ellis



