Moulder expects county to recover broadband
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It may be five THE IOURNAL
vears before we WALHALLA — While there is
no timetable set, Qconee County
recoverthe $3.8  Administrator Seott Moulder
s . said Friday that he expects the
million ; It may county t0 recoup the $3.8 million
; . investment in its broadband
be eightyeats  internet project.
. *It may be five years hefore we
if nObOdy USES  recover the $3.8 million; it may
. e be eight years if nohody uses
thisthing."  this thing” Moulder said. “it
all depends on the usage of this
Scott Moulder system.™
.Otenee County Administrator Moulder said efforts are in the
final stages to set the rafe struc
‘ )
Moulder said work is also

being done to complete work to
make broadband internet avail-
gble at all county fire stations.
“All of the fire stations will
have it, but they don't yet,”
Moulder said. “There’s still
Some work to do. We're hoping
to have it done in the next three
weeks, by the end of August
—~that’s still our goal. Every-
body keeps wanting me to put
& definite timeline on it, bui we
can’'t. We're moving as fast as we
cati. i should be sometime this

tures to sell broadbrand rights
to wholesale customers who will
provide the service to residential
and business customers. He said
he expects to be ready to sell to
wholesale customers in the next
30 days.

*] have at least five ISPs (in-
ternei service providers) right
now that have been bugging me
for the last | don’t know how
many months to hurry up and
get ready,” Moulder said. “We
are ina hurry because we havea
Iot of people interested. We have
some, (hut) whether it is enough
10 carry the whole system fo
wmake it profitable, I don’t know.

month,” -
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We'll have to wait and see. But

I think as if gets up and going
and we get more and more people
on it, you'll get more and more
interest.

"We've been seiting up the
business components with the
balance sheets and getting all
the administrative functions
set up to start operating it like
a business,” he added. “It'l1 take
a little time. That’s kind of what
we're building right now, the
business projections, and deter-
mining what would the rate need
t0 beto recover a certain cost
structure during a certain time
frame.”

definitely faster’

FROM PAGE A1 havelaptops, soiftheycan  dayIwouldpreferthatthe  to the breadband service
have access to an internet deputies do go tothe schools  this spring.

Qconee Sheriff Mike connection through the to have a presence at the "It is definitely fa;l'ste_r
Crenshaw said he ishop-  broadband itkeepsthemin  schools andutihzethe, i than it was before,” Hin-
ing to use internet service  their assigned zones, giving  internet service there. son said. “Most people,
at fire stations and schools  us a greater presence inthe Blair Hinson, branch if they are getting on
across the county to allow  county,” Crenshaw said. manager of the Sepeca Facebook, Youtube, tha,t
deputies to be able to file *I met with the school dis- branch of the Oconee kind of thing, I think it's
reports in their assigned trict this week, and we're Cotinty Public Libraxy, working better forii’:hem
zones, which will keep actually goingtowork with  said he has seen a dif- than it was before.
them ont in the county them to get aceessto be ference in thg.qua_ht:.r of )
more often. able to utilize the schools internet service sincethe peidsGupstatetoday.com | (864) 973-6684

"Most all the deputies in the county. During the libraries were connected Fillgw on Twitter @NormCannada
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