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Moulder: Tax software data corrupt

Faulty system forces Oconee to spend $90K more for reassessment

BY CARLOS GALARIA
THE JOLIRMNAL

WALHALLA — Oconee
Caunty's ongoing prob-
lems with a tax software
aystem that is spewing
corrupt data are going to
dost taxpayers an addi-
tional 850,000 to process
this year's countywide
reassesael.

County Administra-
tor Scott Moulder broke
the bad news during his
report to Oeonee County
Countil on Tuesday night.
" “It's consistently wrong

ali the time.” Moulder said
.of the Manatron System

that Deonee purchasedin
the spring of 2008,
Moulder said the data
coming eut 0f Manatron
ig “porrupt,” just asit Was
last year when tax bills
had to be verified manual-
v by county staff working
overiinme, =
County Auditor Ken Nix
twice was granted _.’:lﬂ-dgy
extensions last year from
the Department of Reve
nite to mail out tax notices
past the deadline gstab-
lished by state Taw. The
hold up delayed the collec-
tion of taxesin Oconee.
“We're having the same
problem today,” Moulder

said.
Mouilder said the $1.8
mitllion contract signed
with Tyler Taghnologies
tode this year's reassess.
ment of property valies
was hased on the com-
pany using the Manatron
1%
Eyhsftlﬁmder asked Tyler if it
cottld do the reassessment
using the county’s old tax
software system — Smith
Data — but Tyler refused.
“Are we being held h_(is-
age by Tyler?” Council
J'c\figce Cyhairman Joel Thrift
said.

TAX DATA: Plagucs county

FROM PAGE A1

Mowdder said the compa-
ny insists it could not use

the Smith Data system.
Thrift said that when

& Tyler official was male

ing its sales piteh to do

the county’s reassessment
earlier in the year he was
told the Manatron system

‘was working.
“We knew it was not
working,” Moulder said.

*My understanding is we
knew it was not working.*

" The only option left for

the county without delay-
Ing reassessment is to use
Tyler's own softwareat a

cost of $90,000 to get the
county through the year.

Moulder said Tyler usually

offers the software for a
three-year period, which,

would have cost the county

$180,000, but made an

Suarey confirmed reports
that the property, beljeved
10 be more than 400 acres,
is located on Highway i1
-and would be used for a
recreational facility and
light industry,

District 2 Councilman
Wayne MeCall, who repre-
sents the greater Walhalla
area, presented two mo-
tions read by County Attor
ney Tom Martin related to
the real estate transaction.

MeCall’s first motion,
which passed unanimeus-
1y, authorized Moulder to
miake sure appraisals and
paperwork on sales option
and earnest money re-
quirements were in order
and to bring his findings
to council with the under-
standing that “time is of
the essence”

The second motion of:
fered on first reading in

exception for Oconge, title only an ordinance
Moulder said the county  authorizing the purchase
.stil] owes Manatron of real estate property.
$90,000 and is still working Martin said that because
with the company tofinda  negotiations are ongoing,
solution to the problems. all the “what, where and
In other action, the how" of the matter would
counicil agreed after com- become public record asg
ing out of executive session, they are brought before
to pursue the purchase of council,
three parcels.
Councilman Mario
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