Mortgage rates lift
but remain low

Mortgage buyer Fred-
die Mac says the average
rate on the 30-year loan
increased to 3,56 percent
from 3.53 percent last
week, That's still near the
3.31 percent reached in
November, which was
the lowest dating to 1971,

The average rate on
the 15-year fixed mart-
gage stayed at 2,77 per-
cent for a third straight
week, The record low is
2.63 percent.



