Mﬂnéy flowing into Cherokg_:g

Project receives grants
for one-of-a-kind
center in SC
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WALHALLA — Money
1s beginning to flow into
Dconee County for the
proposed Cherokee Mu-
seum in Walhalla,

Oconee Arts and
Historioal Commission
Chairman Luther Lyle
said Wednesday that the
South Caroling National
Herltage Corridor has ap-
proved a 817,500 matching
Brant for the project.

Last week, the Ocones
County Council vated
toaccept a state grant
for 3,980 for the future
musenm,

On top of that. Duke
Energy tentatively ap-
broved an employep’s
application to donate up
to 1,000 for materials to
be used at the museum
site. Through the “aweat
‘equity” program, Duke
Energy donates money for
materials on the condi-
tion that the employee
also would participate in
the project.

|Lyle said the Cherokee
Bear Clan is actively
participating in rajs.
ing flinds and working
0 turn an abandoned
school district building
into a Cherokee museum.
The building is located
across the street from
the Spirit of Ovonse -
monument erected by
the Cherokee Bear Clan
onthe sidewalk directly

Museum
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A gutted, abandoned school district building in wal-
halla is being turned into a Cherokee museum. Grants
are beginning to roll in for the project.

in front of the Oconee
County Courthiyse: The
monument s the Clan’s

“gift to Oconee,

Lg;]&'sa‘id the project is
not lacking in support.
“We have more vol-
unteers than we have
money," Lyle said.
The focus now is to get

aroof on the gutted build-

ing by September, Lyle
said. "I think that once
the roof is on people are
Buing to take notice and
get excited about what
WE':'H dﬂiEE."

The Cherokee Museum
would be the first of its
kind in South Carolina #0
be completely dedicated
to Cherokee history, heri-

" tage and cultare.

The nearby Qconge

Heritage Center and

the Cherokee Bear Clan

signhed a 20-vear lease on,
the future museum build-
ing, which sat empty for
more thar 10 years.

Memhers of the Chero-
kee Bear Clan are Cherp-
kee descendants from
Oconee and Pickens that
never left the area.

Lyle said the lgase
agreement with the
Heritage Center stipy-
lates that amuseurn
®ust be open within five
years., -

“We would appreciate
any other donations to
help match the Corridoy
grant to put a roof on the
building,” Lyle said.

Donations may be sent
to the Cherokee Museum,
PQ Box 1014, Walhalla,
SC 29691,
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