Mayor
meets

SPECIALTO THE JDLRNAL
Actor Burt Reynolds and
Seneca Mayor Dan Alex-
ander pose during a break
in filming of the movie
“Elbow Grease” this week.

Reynolds gets
invitation to
Jazz on the Alley

BY CARLOS GALARTZA-VEVE
THE JOURNAL
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SENECA -~ Burt
Reynolds did not get a key
to the city from Seneca
Mayor Dan Alexander.,

However, the mayor did
give the actor an open in-
vitation tojoin the fun at
Jazz on the Alley anytime
he wants,

If he's still in town, may-
be Reynolds will take the
mayor up on his invita-
tion when they close Ram.
Cat Alley this evening
for music, food and good
times.

Alexander said he got
the opportunity to meet

. Reynolds Tuesday during

the filming of a scene at a
home in Friendship.

“He has an apen invi-
tation to come visit," Al-

SEE ACTOR, PAGE A6



A6 miciournAL

ACTOR: ‘He was very complimer
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exander said Wednesday.
“We talked for a while.

I gothim a Jazz on the
Alley T-shirt.”

Producers of the movie
“Elbow Grease” closed
Ram Cat Alley last week
for the filming of a scene.
The street was turned into
a vibrant marketplace
with vendors and people
milling to film a scene
of the romantic-comedy,
which by all acconnts will
be family-friendly.

Reynolds, who is featured
in the movie, arrived for
his seenes this week.

Photos of the actor are
showing up on Facebook.
Phil Shirley, who heads
the Parks, Recreation and
Tourism Department for
Oconee, posted a photo
of the actor by his side at
High Falls Park, where
scenes of the movie were
shot. There is another
photo of Reynolds with
High Falls Park Ranger
Lynn Forester.

Shirley said Forester
saved the day during
the filming of a scene
where Reynolds is fishing
from, the dock with the
actor playing his son. He
said Reynolds was to be
wearing a fishing vest,
but there were none to he
found. Forester got his

personal fishing vest and
gave it to the actor for the
scenes being shot,

Reynolds autographed
the vest and returned it to
Forester when the shots
were completed.

Shirley said he had the
good fortune of driving
Reynolds from scene to
scene on a golf cart.

Shirley said the actor
was “very approachable”
and never turned down a
request to sign an auto-
graph or pose for a photo
on the set.

Alexander also post-
ed photos on Facebook,
including one where he is
joined by the actor, Shelby
Henderson of the Oconee
County Chamber of Com-
merce, who also is dou-

itary of our area

At right, actor Burt Reynolds is shown
with Mayor Dan Alexander and others
while in Seneca this week for the shoot-
ing of the movie “Elbow Grease.” At left,
Reynolds and Oconee County Parks, Rec-
reation and Tourism Director Phil Shirley
pause for a photo at High Falls Park.

The mayor said he'd
always wanted to meetthe brought up Lake Keowee,

—_—

bling as casting director of
“Elhow Grease,” and Riley
Johnson, the city's events
coordinator, The mayor
also posted a photo of him-
self alongside the actor.
"He was very compli-
mentary of our area,” Al-
exander said. It turns out
we have a mutual friend.”
Alexander said the
actor was gracious with
his time, The mayor said
Reynolds signed an auto-
graph for one of his grand-
sons, and signed a NAPA
Auto Parts hat for the
sister of City Councilman
Joel Ward, who works at
theSSene%a ll;féanA store. e — D l
“She'’s fighting cancer,” , |
the mayor said of Ward's _ B L L0
sister, Sharen. "She’s a
fighter.”

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE HORIRRAL

in the early 1970s.

The mayor said Reynolds
The filming of "Elbow

actor. which the actor recalled Grease” is scheduled to
“We had a real good being built while he wasin  continue through Tuesday.

conversation,” Alexander  Qconee for the filming of
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