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The latest evidence that South Caro-
lina is drawing people from other states
comes from United Van Lines, the big
moving company, which found that the
Palmetto State was one of the most pop-
ular destinations for its customers mov-
ing within the continental United States
during 2014. :

United’s latest study of who’s moving
where ranks South Carolina No. 2
among contiguous states and Washing-
ton, D.C,, for the percentage of inbound
moves. )

Out of 4,088 household moves to or
from South Carolina‘that United han-
dled last year, 2,512 or 61.4 percent,
were inbound. 7

Oregon took the No. 1 spot with 66'

percent of movers inbound. The state
with the highest percentage of out-
bound movers, 65 percent, was New
Jersey. - 4

Florida was the top sending state to
South Carolina, with Virginia No. 2 and
North Carolina No. 3, according to the
United data, which does not include
people who used other moving compa-
nies or moved themselves. i

Many of the United customers
moved to South Carolina for retire-
ment, according to Michael Stoll, an ex-
perton U.S. population movements who
has scrutinized the moving company’s
study. ‘ :
Stoll, professor of public policy at
the University of California at Los An-
geles, said 36 percent of those who
moved to South Carolina and were sur-
veyed by United cited retirement as the
reason for moving —13 percent more
than the average for other Southern
states and about the same as Florida.

More than half of those surveyed
who moved to South Carolina were over
the age of 55.

About 44 percent cited job-related
reasons, far less than the 65 percent av-
erage for other Southern states, Stoll
said.

Greg Rudell moved to Greenville in
December 2012 from Chicago to accept
his current job as the vice president of
finance for an energy services busi-
ness.

The Tampa, Florida, native who lives
downtown, said he loves South Caroli-
na’s diversity and friendliness and “liv-
ing where people have real passions —
whether it’s their football teams or the
food they make.”

Billy Morrison, vice president and
general manager of Hildrup Moving &
Storage, a United agent in Duncan, said
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United customers who have been moving to South Carolina are doing so for retirement.,

he was not surprised by the numbers in
the study.

Hildrup last year expanded its ware-

house by 30,000 square feet in part to
serve newcomers who need storage
while they build a house or search for
one to buy, Morrison said.

He thinks less expensive housing is
Oﬁﬁ draw for those moving to South Car-
olina. ;

“Real estate is still relatively cheap
compared to the rest of the country,”
Morrison said. '

Mike Macfarlane, South Carolina
state demographer, said the United
study dovetails with-data from the U.S.

Service that also show more people
moving to South Carolina than leaving.
He said most of South Carolina’s pop-
ulation growth since the 2008 economic
downturn has come from newcomers
instead of births to existing residents.
A growing population means govern-
ments will reap more tax revenue but it

- also puts more of a strain on public in-

frastructure such as roads, sewer sys-
tems or schools, Macfarlane said.

opment director in Oconee County, said
the county is happy to be drawing retir-
ees to its lake communities because of
the property tax revenue they bring
with them.

The retirees come from: Atlanta,
Charlotte or Florida, drawn by a balmy
climate with four seasons, recreational

opportunities such as mountain hiking
and lake boating and cultural amenities
close by in Greenville and Clemson,
Blackwell said. '
- “It’s an asset to have the retirees
here,” he said.

‘Tim Brookshire’s job as an adminis-
trator in surgical services at Greenville

Memorial Hospital was the main reason - .

his family left their native state of
North Carolina and moved to Green-

-ville from Charlotte.-

They arrived in September, said
Brookshire’s wife, Blake, a physical
therapist. . -
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We can get to know the area before we
buy,” she said. '

Their move with their 5-year-old son
and 2-year-old daughter has been “a
breath of fresh air” thus far, Blake
Brookshire said.

“People have been extraordinarily
friendly and welcoming,” she said.

In addition, she favors the topogra-
phy here and the close access to hiking
while remaining close to North Carolina

- ‘where they both have family.
Richard Blackwell, economic devel-

“It also seems like there are a lot of
the same resources in Greenville that

“we had in Charlotte but maybe not as

many people competing for those re-

sources — the Broadway shows, the

children’s museum, the libraries,” she
said. “A lot of wonderful resources, but
I don’t feel as much of the hustle, bustle
and the traffic that we felt in Charlotte.”
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