Make your plans to head downtown

By Bob Nachman
n just seven years,
Artisphere has be
ognized m m
is now ranked a Top 20
Fine Arts Festival h}rGreg
Lawler's Art Fair Source
book for two years run-
ning. The festival has, for
the semnd year in a row,
lgnated aTop 20
E‘arenl:m Southeast by
Southeast Tourism Soci-
ety. Most recently, Ar-
tisphere was ranked a “100
Best Fine Art Show” by
Sunshine Artist magazine.
All are accolades that
draw the attention of both
regional and national cul-
tural tourists looking for a
weekend getaway. And
what a treat they will get
. wher Greenville's arts
' organizations put their
best foot forward at our
community’s largest arts
celebration!
So what is Artisphere

doing to present another
top-notch event the weel-
end of May 13157 Bring-
hack the favorites and
exciting new fea-
tures to create a erowd
pleasing, unforgettable
mqmne:me you won't want
o miss,
Visual Artists Row: Just

shy of 800 applicants from

across the country com-

peted for one of the. 120

‘on Artisphere’s

.Ar!:ﬁts Row, Of course

some of the crowd favor-
ites will be back but an
unprecedented 60 artists
will be brind new to the
festival.

New Artist Demore

strations: Local artists

demonstrate throwing
clay pots on a potter's
wheel, encaustic painting
{pamtmg with wax), and

on the Culinary Arts%
Stage. Also demonstrating
on site are Glass Blower,

Ryan
mond, Vi, on the Main
Street Bridge and Jeweler,
Gabriel Craig from Fern-
dale, Mich., on Riverwalk.
Kidsphere: This free
craft station has new arts
activities every year. Kids
can flex their creafive
muscles o their own

paint and by creafing a
on&of—agdndnfhat 4
SP% splattering
geint by.popular

etnand is Briag Olsen
with his Art in Action on
the stage in Falls Park. If
you have not seen this
before, it's worth a trip to
Falls Parlk,

New Performing Art-
ists: Three stages packed
full of performances in-

cluding musicians, danc-
ers and theatrical per-
formers from New York,
Atlanta, Nashville,

for Artlsphere

ville. At Centre Stage, 45
artists will be featured at
the annual Arfists of the
Uﬁmj uried Exhibition.
have a new website:
wwwarhaphere.us hasa
new look and is full of
information to help you
plan your weekend at
Artisphere, Check out the
Visual Artists sectionso
you know which artists'
booths you don't want to
miss. Visit the Art Around
Town section to see what
Greenville's arts organiza- |
tions are doing around
town to celebrate Artisph-
ere. Peruse the Perform- |
ing Arte section to find out
Eﬁi‘m"ﬂ“ laying mlni_
are p an
don't miss the Culinary
Arts Café section so you
can plan your attack on
the food court!
So circle the date and

G.UEST COLUMN

make plans to head down- | 1o

town. You'll be happy you

did!

Charleston and Green-
ville.

ﬁrtiaphere is greener,
hins for plastic

bottles have always been a
part of the iesh}al g‘l'us
year Artisphere food ven-
dors %ﬁ:ﬁs clable 4
paper an
wine will also be sold in
recyclable cups,

No tickets are neces
sary. Mo more unused
food and beverage tickets
at the end of the Festival.
Artisphere is accepting
cash at all food and bever-
age booths! A mobile
Carolina First ATM will be
on site for your conven-
ience,

Indoor Exhibits: If you
need a break from the
sun, head to the Chair-
man's Exhibit: A Gallery
Showcase at the Loft at
Falls Park. Featured Gal-
leries this year are our
own Hampton I as well
as Blue Spiral from Ashe-



