Local soldier returnsasheroafier nearlylosing his life
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Andrew Smith, [/

lies wounded
after a mortar
round axploded -
10 yards in front
of him while he
was serving in
Afghanistan.
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“I'trained as a sniper
and that's what T did
when I deployed in
March,” Smith said.
"We went into combal
right away."

Smith and his sniper
cohorts set up shop to
fight the Taliban during
the middle of March.

He was familiar with
the types of weapons
that the Taliban was
known for using, but
the homemade mortar
round was the one he
was injured by,

“It's a tube launched
bomb, that iz shot high
at an angle and comes
down, destroying every-
thing in its path once it
hits,” he said, “Before §
knew it, one landed it
vards in front of me™

Smith said that the
shrapnel of the blast
will leave scars on him
from head to toe, while
arteries in his legs were
sliced to the point that
he was in danger of
bleeding ouf on scene.

And yet, his first
thought was fo remain
calm. _

“1 knew itwas im-
portant to keep myszelf
cool and collected,” he
said. *T was so sur-
prised it was me that
got hit, simply because
you never think it’ll be
you, until it is. I was
conscious for the nearly
two hours it took to get
me into a helicopter.”

His fellow soldiers
dragged him out of the
initial danger zone and
put tourniguets on his
legs to help slow the
massive bleeding.
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SALEM — Hisattitude i
upbeat and his outlook on
life, well, let's just say he
has anew appreciation for
it.

This week he is among the
Marines enjoying the hospi-
tality and opportunities for
rehab on Lake Kaowee.

Andrew Smith — sniper
specialist in theU.S. Ma-
rine Corps and graduate of

All the while, rapic
Taliban machine gun-
fire littered the air all
arpund them and more
mortar shells were
dropping at a constant
pace,
| “They loaded me
| into a helicopter under
| heavy fire,” he added.
#The medic gave me &

| drug to help with the
painand my nerves, bt
by then Icouldn't feel
mysell bleeding and [
couldn’t hear anything.
1 was pretty sure those

| were going 1o be my last

moments. | was scared.

| " Aftera short ride to a

finltt hospiial to assess

his wounds, that's when

Smith realized how bad

it was.

"1 had severed arter-
es and veins,” he said.
‘T thotight they were
just going to be superfi-
cial wounds. Little did 1
know." ; e

Following a six-hour
surgery-and avein graft
to-gave his life, he woke

up with both of his legs
wrapped in bandages.

“T'was happy to see

| that I had both my legs.
but it took another
week or s0 before 1 was
out of the woods and
didn’t have to worry
about amputation. 1
came really close,” he
said.

His mother, Dee
Moore, couldn't be
prouder of her son, a3
his heroic ight yielded
one of the highest hon-
ors in the rnilitg;n"y.4

“Andrew receiveu
a Purple Heart while
recovering, presented
by the Commandant of
the Marine Corps and
the highest enlisted
member of the Marine
Corps as well,” Moore,
who works in Clemson,
said.

Smith and his mether
can't thank his battle
buddies enough for
helping save him de-
spife the danger they
faced.

“Two of his friends
were also hurtin the af-
tack and are doingwell,
We are o thankful for
that, One of his good
[riends, Mark Bradley,
a fellow sniper gave
the ultimate sacrifice
on-June 16 in Afghani-
stan."

For Smith theugh, the
recovery is going well,

although he will live

the remainder of his
life with the scars to
remind him.

“Now, I'm walking
without a cane and it
hasn’t eyen been six
weeks,” hesaid, "T'm
Iucky and I know [t, But
to see the community
support us, well, that’s
the hest, Let’s face it.
Afghanistan is only in
the news now when it
comes to polley chang-
es. Sometimes, we feel
like we aren’t support-
ed, but this event makes
it easier to believe that
we truly are.":
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Easley High School—took a
direct hit from the relentless
Taliban during his spring
tour in Afghanistan just six
weeks ago. | _

He enlisted in 2008 and be-
tween providing aid during
the earthguake in Haiti and

‘defending certain sections of

protected water on military
ships, his last hit of training
would lead him to the depths
of Middle Eastern battle.
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