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SENECA — Noah left Morningside asa youngman ke
seek his fortune. Now a successful businessmai, he re-
turns to Morningside to spread his wealth and reunite
with his childhood friend Joshua, who is the town's
most prestigious —and prowd —lawyer,

The thing about Morningside is: pnly those who dre
familiar with Upstate South Carolina have redlly seen
it: Morningside is the name of the fictional town and
television series that will e filried off Lake Keowee —
hopefully sometime this fall.

OrionStar Productions, located in 1.os Angeles, has
targeted the Upstate for filming Maorningside. Debbie
Kellay (formerly Cantrell), president of OrionStar
Productions, is originally from South Carolina and still
writes, directs and produces prejects on the west and
east coasts.

Kelley said the writer of Morningside, Daniells Les-
lie. is from the Upstate, as well. Kelley will be directing
the show and her husband, Brian @), Kelley, is co-wril-
ng. y
“It's just always been a goal of mine to come (o Cali-
fornia and partner with people out here and bulld my
film industry, and then just bulld the knowledge and
projects back to South Carolina," she said.

Pre-production began in January. Filming will
begin in October, and from there the showiwill gb into
postproduction. -

SPLLIL O FHE IDURNAL
Brandon McAlister is a
Seneca resident and will
be a camera operator for
Momingside.
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“Wa want to make a
really strong package to
take to the network with:
the hopes of them picking
it up and doing ongoing
episodes after that," Deb-
bie Kelley said. "We have
about six episodes under
our belt to pitch to them.”

Kelley said production
hopes to write up to 12
episades, The filming
locations for Morningside
(ncinde Oconee, Pickens
and Greenville counties.

The script wiks origl-
nally written a8 a seaside
community before it
was changed to lakeside.
Onee the show goes to the,
nietwork, production would
obrain the funding to hire
alot of people to work the
series, which means Mori

ingside would open a lot ofdoors for jobs in the Upstate.
“One of the things we want to dois employ 4s Many

S I a5 we 0an," Kelloy said. Hopefully the series
beon

fun for-a very long time.”

Thestoryline follows Moah and Joshua's rednion in

Murningside. While it is wr

itten as a drama, Kelley




said there s some comic relief throughout the two
men's families,
“There's a lot of twists and turns aml things people
would not Expm.':t "RKelley said. "There gu!_ngto be a lot
of cliffhangers in that fivst episode is just going to
have everyone’s mouths ‘hanging wide open. Ican't Wait
for it to be done.”
Seneca resident Brandon McAlister is the einematng-
raphet.
ﬂfe&l verar gnnd about the show,” McAlister said. “H's
veryjntereaﬁ:g and we can do a lot of cool things.”
‘One of the biggest things McAlister and Kelley want
residents to understand is that the show would give
the Upstate a chance to grow economically. There will
be jobs available from casting extras, crew members,
pt'nduttiuﬁ assistants, office employees, catering, set
building and construction, to leasing studio space and
‘hitel rooms.
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STt affect a lot of people” Kelley said. “We're going
to be eating in the restaurants, renting cars, needing .T""m"' Douglas m‘:" is
props and clothing, hair and makeup ... so it'll affect a former Seneca ent,
lot of peaple and a lot of industries.” m ;‘I’mmml i

- MeAlister said it takes a “small village of people” to "Hu id
accomplish ereating a television series. mingside.”

“When vou watch a movie or TV show, that's the
reason you see that long lst of names at the end (the

he said, "That's the people it takes to make it G s

ing locations could possibly turn into tourism ot Gireber
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more, Warren has landed

i role in Morningside as
Joshua's wile, Anma
1{?& entire production
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“Tfeel very ﬂunﬁdant“'
McAlister said. “Tlove.
the story. [ can envision,
already, the scenes, and
how it would look "
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