Legendary game warden Franklin Gravely
honored with Jocassee Gorges monument

JOCASSEE — The late
Franklin Gravely, called
“as near to a perfect
game warden” as ever
existed, was honored
July 9 with a monument
in'a scenic spot overlook:
ing Jocassee Gorges
in northern Pickens
County.

Gravely spent most of
his life patrolling the
mountainous region
now known as Jocassee
Gorges, and his efforts
to preserve and protect
the area are still bearing

.fruﬂ: today. The Frank-
lin L. Gravely Wildlife
Management Area was
‘named In his honor in
1980,

A monument honoring
.'Gramlj”s contribution fo
the conservation lands in
northern Pickens County
was unveiled Monday,
July 9 at the Camp Adger

helipad in front of a gath-
ering of at least 75 people
including Gravely’s fam-
ily and his many admir-

T i
e G ers around the monument
cated to Frankiin Ggrﬁf. .
ers from Gravely’s years  sources (DNR), “He was
of service asaconserva-  smart, fair and relent:
tion officer betwean 1953 Iess. He was the uliitnate
and 1988. Gravely passed  woodsman, He found nu-
away in 2000. merous lost individuals
“Hewasasneartothe  inthe mountains. When
perfect game warden as someone was lost in the
any that we have ever Table Rock Watershed
had,” said Alvin Taylor, ‘or Horsepasture area,

director ofthe .C. De-

partment of Natural Re-

Franklin found them. He
conld track people and

animals &5 well as-any-
one I have ever met.

"He was a fine person
who lived his faith. [ have
rarely heard of anyone
wha did not like Frank-
Iin, even the violators
that he caught,” Taylor
gaid, "We are lucky to
have had him a5 an of
ficer, and I hope our cur-
rent staff can follow his
example of how to serve
the people and wildlife of
South Carolina.*

Gravaly was instru-
mental in stocking deer
and w]]ﬂ turkeys in the

.mountam region, as well

as preserving black bear
habitat, and he helped

to protect conservation
areas in the Upstate for
future generations to
enjoy. A South Caroling
Wildlife magazine article
called Gravely “a moun-
tain man's mountain
man, a living legend
throughout the rugged
wilderness of northwest-
ern South Carolina,”
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