Development
to include marina,
hotel. golf course
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SENECA -—State tour-
ism officials and a group
of local developers are
getting closer to unveiling
plans fal'a recreational
destination hub near the
Interstate.85 Welcome
Center pn Lake Hartwell
in Oconee County.

The plans. as outlined
i a request for propos-
als (RFPYissued in 2008,

“would include am 15-fioln
golf coitrse, marina, res-
tatrant, wihins, hotel and
i conferente cenier,

Marion Edmonds, a
spokestnaiy for the South
Carolifia Department of
Parlss, Recreation and
Tourism, said Tuesday
that while all the parties

involved are working
toward a public announce-
ment, the moment is not
quite right yet.

Edmonds said the par-
ties met in Greenville last
week for the first time,
and he expects thil more
frequent meetings will

Je taking place going fr-
ward, Among [hise par-
ticipating in the mecting
are State Parks Service
Director Phil Gaines: rep-
resentatives of the private
tleveloper. Sancitary
Pointe. LIC of Seneca: and
fn agent for the U.S. Army
Corps of Enginecrs.

The first face-to-face
meeting gave cviervone a
chanee to ki Ay wrhio e
sther players are that have
a say imthe projeet. .

“It was a good meeting,”
Eciimoricls suid. “Thereare
still alot of guestions to be
resolved.”

Edmonds indicated that |
given the business model
of the project, which in-

volves 4 private developer,
the state and a federal
agency, part of the discus-
sion centerad on when to
announce the plans,

Bob Daffin, a spokesiman
for Sanctuary Pointe, said
developers would take the
lead from state officials.

“The way we operate, &
public presentation will
be part of the process?
Edmoends said.

In the meantime,

" Qconee County Parks:

Recreation and Tourism
Direcior IPhil Shirley
said Tuesday tiat a
consulting firm hired
by the county to analyze
the hest locat venues for
hotels and conference -
centers is including the
Liake Hartwell projeet in
its analysis.
Shirley said Strategic
Advisory Group (SAG)
g leader in providing
Feasibility studies to big-
time venues on profects
ranging from sporis

Leaders meet to discuss Hartwell project

stadiums, convention
facilities and hotels — has
completed the first phase
of its study.

“They did comparables
with other counties in
the Sontheast,” Shirley
said. “We just got the first
report.”

Shirley said it would
probably take another
seven to eight weeksfor
SAG tocomplete its work
in Ceonee.

Mountain Lakes
Convention and Visitors
Bureau{CVB) Director
Ken Slpan has indicated
that Oconee is at a disad-
vantage with neighboring
counties in booking big

wvents because Iif lacks. e

- L, ~ Y q
-hotels with conferente i

center facilities,
The Hartwell project.

‘eould inclade 3 hotel

within the development
and another near Inter-
state 85.
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