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SENECA Oconee S
_chief' economic. developer
~says-the county expects a -

planned retail and restau-
rant development on Lake
~Hartwell near Clemson-
. that has seen more than
. its share of delays “to'go.
vertical” by the middle of
thé'year; ~

Hartwell Village, a
350,000-square-foot devel-
opment at the intersection
of U.S. Highiway 123 and
S.C. 93 adjacent to NewS-

- pring Church’s Clemson
 .campus in Seneca, had -
‘been slated to open early
.. this year before developer
Casto Southeast Realty opt-
ed to'delay construction.

Casto executive vice
' presnient Shannon Dixon
*.told The Journalin
Décember the company

tiod in early 2017, but was:

-hot ready to rel_ease specif-

1c tenants.:
‘But Oconee Economic )
Alhance executive direc-

‘tor Richard Blackwell told

The J ournal Fmday that
the company was target-
. ing “mid- -2017" to- begin .

- eonstruction,

Inlate 2013, NewSpring

Church bought a rough

1y 60-acre tract at the .
location from the DeFore
Milliken plant for about
$8 million and flipped
roughly 42 acres of the
property to Casto for more
than $6 million. o

~ The site plan for Hart-
well Village includes a
theater; grocer, future ho-
‘tel and at Ieast one restau- -

d-year constructi
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: Although the company had hoped | to begin construction early ﬂI[S year, Casto Southeast '

Realty-officials are now targeting “mid-2017" to begin.construction on the Hartwell

utwe dlrector Rlchard BlackWeII

“rant, along w1th a number

of other retail parceéls.

~ Inother economic devel- -
opments, Blackwell said
" ‘he expectsto see several

projects announced in the

-coming months, such as
. Project Hawk;, Project Ra- -

ven and Project Goggles,

* and also expects “another

* solid year for Ocones.

. County on the economie

. development front in 2017.”

. Oconee ushered in about
$90 million in new capital

investment — the largest
single-year total for the
county —and 113 new jobs
spread over four economic
development announce-
ments in 2016, .

For South Caroelina as a

Whole the state recru1ted
more-than $3.4billion in -
capital investment, creat-

ing approximately 13,100 .

nhew jobs, while its ex- . -
porters posted.a seventh
consecutive record year

with export sales of $31.3 . -

billion — a $400 million
increase over last year,

Those figures were-
revealed asthe S.C. De-.
partment of Commerce
released its 2016 industry
recruitment and interna-
tional trade results this
week.

merce Bobby Hitt said,

“Team South Carolina

continues to elevate itself
. onthe global economie -
stage,” Secretary of Com- -

- Village retail development near Clemsonraccordmg to Oconee Economlc Alliance exec-
hoped to.begin oonstruc- ‘ .

“Not only do we produce
world-class products in |
our state, we transport -
and distribute those
“things to customers etfi-
© ciently and effeotwely all
over the world.” -

For 2016, the Upstate
region was responsible
for 51 percent of projects
- -announced inthe state (68

of 132), 56 percent of the

investment ($1.8 billion -

of §3.4 billion) and 41 -

perceiit of the newjobs -

created (5,364 of 13 100) for

the entire state.- :
“Brlght thingsare '

happening around us,”

Blackwell said. -
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