Lake levels head south |

Dryweather pattern
could bring drought
conditions

BY CARLOS GALARIA
THE JIOURNAL

SENECA — Doug Young
enjoys doing voluntesr
work for the South Caro-
lina Drought Response
Comimittes,

The panel, created by
state law more than 20
YEArs ago, monitors and
assesses how the state is
degling with drv weather

“Isend them all the
newspaper articles deal-
ing with climate and
water issues” Young said
Wednesday,

Young's interest in koep-
ingabreast of thelatest
news o the topic makes
him the water expert
at the Mountain Lakes
Community Association
(MLECA),

Earlier this week,
Young gave a PowerPoint
presentation that beought
MLCA members up to
speed on water issues,

A resident and board
member at Chickasaw
Point, Young showed a
photo of the gated com:
munity’s nearly dey dook
at the height of a severe
drought in Novemhber
2008.

"Peaple around Lake
Keowse who complain
about low lake levels don't
get any sympathy from
me," Young saii as he
displaved photos of the
dlmost barren dock at
Chickasaw Point on Lake
Hartwell,

T'wo years removed
from the 2008 drotght
that delivered a heavy
biow to the loeal economy,
lake levels are again head.
Ing south, Young told the
BTOUp.

Heis not alone.

Recently, Dennis
Chastain, who represents
Pickens Countv on the
S.C. Drought Response
Committer (DRC), said
the Southeast is headed
inttranother dry cvele
hecause of the weather

SEE LAKE, PAGE A5
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The Twelve Mile Recreation Area on Lake Hartwell shows lower lake levels Wednesday.

Dryer weather patterns could be ushering in drought conditions.
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LAKE: Rain likely won’t help

FROM PAGE Al

pattern known as La Nina
that will dominate well
into next year. _

The rain from the past
few days, while a welcome
sight, is unlikely to make
much of a difference in
lake levels,

Young said thatin 2008
Lake Hartwell dropped 20
feet below the target lake
level.

On Wednesday, Hart-
well's level was at 654.84
feet, or 5.15 feet helow
what it should be. |

The level at Lake Jocas-
see stood at 85.9 feet or
nearly 13 fest below is
targeted level of 84 feet.
Lake Keowee’s level was
off only three feet from its
targeted mark of 96.5 feet.

Young projected & graph
that showed how over the
years periods of drought

have become maore
frequent than periods of
rain.

If the propensity toward
dry weather continues,
Young predicts more terri-
torial battles among states
gver the control of spurees
of water,

Young sald ongoing
litigation between North
Carplina and South
Carolina could become:
the rule rather than the
exception.

He said South Carolina
went to court against
itz neighbor because
North Carclina takes
water from the Catawba
Basin before it goes to
South Carolina.

. A similar battle is brew-

ing between Georgia, Ala-
bama and Florida. Young
said Georgia takes water
from the Chatiahoochee

* River before it reaches

Alabama and Florida.

Young sees a potential
conflict between Geore
gia and South Carolina
over the Savannah Water
Basin that includes Lake
Hartwell. He said that’s
one battle both sides
should avoid,

I the meantime, despite
the ongoing efforts to cre-
ate a shared vision for the
Upstate, Young said little

‘attention is being paid to

the region’s future water
supply.

Young recommends
creating an Upstate
Regional Water Authority
that would determine how
much water is available in
a drought year, caleulate
the volume of water being
used and determine what
is the best use for the
remaining water.
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