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One of the smaller islands in Lake Keowee.
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Lake Keowee’s islands
are all up for adoption

Program seeks
trash cleanup,
habitat surveys

By Anna Simon
Pickens CounTy NEWS
asimon@greenvillenews.com

All 67 of the larger is-
lands in Lake Keowee
now are available for
adoption. :

The  adoptan-island
program, sponsored by

" the Friends of Lake Keo-

wee Society in coopera-
tion with Duke Energy, is
away to clean up, monitor
and enhance the larger is-
lands in the lake, said Ben
Turetzky, executive di-
rector of FOLKS.

The islands “have been
overlooked,” and some of
the more popular spots

“have been trashed,” said
Jack Lewis, who heads
the ‘island adoption pro-

am.

Those who adopt is-
lands will be asked to
keep an eye on them and
help with upkeep. Some
are covered with litter left
by visiting boaters, while
others need

“It's time to get more
people on board. It will
just make the lake that
much nicer,” Lewis said.

Old plywood signs
bearing each island’s
number — numbers indi-
cated on maps of the lake
— have fallen into disre-
pair and will be replaced
with signs similar to state
higclllway signs, TuretzKy
said.

shoreline
work to prevent erosion. .

Habitat and wildlife
surveys are planned for
each island, and enhance-
ments, such as elevated
birds’ nests for peregrine
falcons, can be added in
appropriate locations, Tu-
retzky said.

“The commitment is to
assist in the habitat and
wildlife inventory and to
have a presence with a
reasonable frequency to
clean up the island in be-
tween semiannual lake
sweeps,” Turetzky said.

A preliminary meeting
will be held early in the
new year for people inter-
ested in adopting an is-
land. .

To adopt an island or
get more information, call
the FOLKS office at 864-
882-3655.




