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,':';';L', In the Pasl years, five Ian.d owm.ers in Pickens County have signed baseball future at Furman
protective covenants saving lheir land from developmenl.

FILED UNDER The conservalion agreements are partnerships wilh Upstate

Ertertnmend Forever lo protecl a lotal 699 acres of valued land. While most

conservation easements simply protect land from developmenl — Most Viewed

bul keep the land in private ownership — one of the latest
agreements will result in a public park. That 183-acre tract in Six
Mile has bolh Lake Keowee and Craig Creek frontage, said Erin
Knight, the director of Upslate Forever's Land Trust Program.

Knight and Nancy Fitzer, educalion director for Upstate Forever,
said the land is dominated by malure hardwood forests and (2 BT BEMER
provides impartant habitat for wildlife. Owned
by Keowee Invesiment Properlies, plans for
the parcel include establishing a park on the
property Lhat will be open te the public.

Knight said a total of 25 parcels protected by
conservation agreements wilh Upstate
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Forever have public use, Those include
2,915 acres oul of the total of 17,117 acres
of land Upstate Forever has protected. Three
of the more popular parcels are

+ Lake Conestee Nature Park — 378 acres,
Greenville County.

+ Stumphouse Mountain — 517 acres,
Oconee County.

- Nine Times — 560 acres, Pickens County.

Knight said plans are incomplete at this poinl
for the Lake Keowee lract as it could be a
private park or come under control by a local
government. Two other tracts of land where
Upstate Forever recenlly partnered with the
Pickens County land owners will remain
private.

One is a 115-acre cattle farm near Easley
that includes 3,500 feet of frenlage along
George's Creek. The land adjoins a 13-acre
sile with several historically significant
structures, including the 1850s-era home of
Rober Elliot Holcombe, who helped
astablish the City of Easley and was elected
ils first mayor in 1874.

Also protected are the Lenhardt School and

a small store, bolh daling from the early 20th

cenlury. The ilandowners simultaneously
protected the adjacent property through an agreement with
Palmetto Trust for Hisforic Preservalion. The other protecled
property is located near Highway 123 in Liberty. The 92-acre tract
is primarily forest and also contains a small wetland and pasture

Liberty propariy

Knight said when these conservaticn agreemenls are arranged, if's
often due lo word-of-moulh from other landowners.

“People in the community advecale for this,” Knight said. “They
have more influence than we do.”
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