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Keowee Key pro prevails

in injury-plagued final

BY DAVID THACKHAM
FORTHE I0URNAL

- SALEM — Oliver .
Eiston tried once, twice,
three times to serve to
George Esqueda to begin
thesixih game of the
third set in the Keowee
Key Pro Tennis Finals.
At the fourth time of
~ asking, the cramping
‘pains in his right quad
became too unbear.
able for the Greenville
native, as he dropped to
the ground before being
escorted off the court by
medical officials.
Esqueda, Keowee's host
pro for the tournament,
waon by default on Sunday
after splitting the first
two sets and leading 41
in the third when Elston
| “Ht'sareal shame about
Oliver," Esqueda said af-

i

ter the match. “It's never
the best to win like that,
but he plaved well.”

Both competitors
entered Sunday on highs
after convineing semifi-
nal wing over Matt McK-
enzie and Jacob Gregory,
respectively, but neither
Esqueda nor Elston had a
first set to remember,

‘Elston failed to make a
successful serve after his
firstfive attempts, and
the Newberry Collegs

alum found little solace
in his drop shot game,
failing to catch Esqueda
out on any attempt in the
first sef.

Elston's early problems

were nothing compared
to those of his opposite
number, Esquedd, who
had battled a left wrist
injury in the semifinals
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i its a backhand
Keowee Key tennis pro George Esqueda hits a h
during the singles final at the Keowee Key Pro Tennis
Invitatiopal on Sunday in Salem.

KEOWEE KEY:

Host wins event
FROM PAGE B) played me out thers.”
Despite serving up
Saturday, said he had three aces within the
painin both wristssinee  space of five minutes,
the match began, . Elston’s pain was becom-
Esqueda took two medi-  ing obvious. After losing
cal timeouts inan attempt the final set’s fourth
to salvage momentiim, game, the Riverside Ten-
- but could not keep up nis Club pro forfeited on
with Elston’s cross.coMrt  the sideline, allowing
15]:!&01&. eventually losing Esqueda to take the title
"Tis first set of the tourna-  and prize money. .
“ment, 6-4. “ljust couldn't really
“Hust had to play move, and when you can't
through the pain,” Esque-  move, there’s nothing you
‘da said. “Oliver played _candoagainst a player
‘well, but (my) return shots  like George,” Elstor said.
needed to help me out.” Esqueda was even hap-
_ TheMexican‘born pier with the suceess of
Esqueda quickly respond-  his tournament than the
ed tolevel the score. The  result of his same. More
Keowee pro's line shots than 693 people turned
imatically improved out to watch the action
in the second set, while throughout the three days
Impressive serving inthe  of festivities, breakinga
fourth game allowed him  Keowee Key record for
to control the tempo, tournament attendance.
_ As Esqueda romped to a “I'think # was a great
6-0 victory in the second success,” Esqueda said. 1
set, Elston began tomelt  want to officially thank
under the night’s oppreg- all the Keowee Key mem-
‘sive heat. bers that helped organize
“Ihad started feeling the tournament, all the
‘things in the first set,” sponsors and everyone
Elston said. “George who ¢ame out to watch. -
played much better inthe  The crowd was excellent,
second, and 1 just couldn’t and I'm very happy with
atch it. He reallyout-  that.” '




