Keowee Key Pro Tennis Tournament

BY BROOKS GALLMAN
THE IOURNAL

SALEM — Beginning today
and lasting through Sunday
evening, the place to be if you
want some top-flight tennis ac-
tion is at Keowee Key,

For the sixth year ina FOW,
the community’s Tennis As:
sociation is putting on its
annual Keowee Key Pro Tennis

“Teurnament, this time orga-
nized by tennis dlrectur George

Esqueda, who's about to put his .

first year with the association
behind him.

And atlsigns point to the
tnumamenthmng a good ane.

“It's going great,” Esqueda
said. “I've ﬂrganizatl many,
many tournaments. This isa
little different because it’s only

eight pros, which is great. There
are eight guys, including my-
self, that are tennis directors or
“pros here in the Upstate includ-
ing Greenville, Spartanburg
and Anderson.”

Though it's Esqueda's first
year organizing the event, he's
nol too werried about it and
is actually looking forward to
hosting.

“I'm not nervous,” He said.
"Ilove a running tournament,
That's one of my passions. 1
enjoy the pressure of putting
together a good event, I'm more
excited to see how it all turns
out. This is my first tourna-
ment of this type, and I'm more
excited than nervous.” !

As one of the eight pros tak-
Ing part in both tournaments
— doubles and smglea—- lie's

also confident in his game.

"T've been in the gym praoctic-
ing, working out, lifting weights
and running on the treadmill
for about three months now,
so I'm/in pretty good shape,”
Esgueda szid, "1 feel pretty con-
fident In my game.” .

All things considered though,
the most important part of the
whole event is showing off what
Keowee Kev has fo offer, both
as g community and a tennis
association.

“Lthink showeasing Keowee
Key s 4 successful tennis pro-

- gram and organizer of tennis

events (is the most important
thing)," Esqueda said. “T think

people will get to see the at-

tertion to detail that Keowes
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PAGE B1 The tournament kicks The play begins to- .
Vi off today beginning at 3 gig}é’i at f p.mm1. wirhtthe
intoevery little  p.m. with a elinic for any- oubles tournamen
i{:gaﬁﬁ'the'eiéngﬁdm one hlgteriﬂﬁ i ;vhich should wrap about
the hospitality to spon- The eights pros partici- pm
BOI'S, tﬂtéreat food, itall pating in the tournament ‘On Saturday, the quar-
has a unigue touch, will offer their services terfinals of the singles
“We Invite anybody for an hour, consistingof  tournament get under /
who is curious aboutses-  three-20 minute sessions ~ way at 6 p.m,, with the
ing some good tennis or with three different pros,  semi finals to follow. The
coming to Keowee Key,”  foranyone that signs finals are set to begin at
Esqueda said. “Every- up. A clinic will also be 6:30 p.m. on Sunday eve-
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and watch.” Saturday. $5,000 on the line.

" In this June 25, 2010, file phmthwmm Key tennis pro Andy
Lake plays a backhand during the Keowee Key Pro Tennis Invitational.
George Esqueda will represent Keowee Key as the hnstpmﬂlhrm
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