A .‘Unemployment rate

down to 5.2 percent
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The state unemployment rate de-

clined for the third straight month in
- July, reaching alevel of 5.2 percent, ac-
cording to the state. Department of Em-

tistic has hit a 15-year low, which it first

did 1n June when the unemployment ‘

employed people reaching 120,788;
. Employment also.declined: by 2 430_-'
people to 2,182,646. Those decliries r -
sulted in an overall workforce decline 'a

. ployment arid Workforce. It is also the -
second consecutive month that the sta-
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rate was 5 4 percent

‘Unemployment declmed by 4858'_'.:

people in July; with the number of ul

of 7,288, according to DEW. .

When the workforce - declines 1n
number, it means people may: have " said
moved out of state, stoppped seeking - i

work or left the workforce for reasons

like caregiving. In June, there was also

a decline in the workforce of 4 161 peo—
ple. : _
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noouraged to see the -
crate fall o levels not
over 15 years. We also are
the job growth we've ex-
the first half of the yearas
;000 people found jobs and
Yovidirig for their families,
sts the confidence business-
outh Carolina’s workforce,”
Stanton, executive director
‘ =statement “We still have
0. do.matching the skills of the
120 000 unemployed to the _]ob opportu~
d the state "
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