Jobless ald-requam
fall to 3-week low

. The number of Amer-
icans seeldng unemploy-
ment benefits fell by
27,000 last week, an in-
dication that hiring could
improve.

The Labor Depart-
ment said Thursday that
weekly applications
drepped to a seasonally
adjusted 341,000, the
lowest level in three
weeks.

Applications are a
proxy for layoffs. As
they fall, net hiring typi-

- cally rises.




