ﬂlprll numbers hit

OPENINGS JUMP

ing and employee movements In’ o

Employers pOSted 54 mlllmn‘ Through much of the past year, _
" openings 111 April, up from ; lurmg has lagged behind open- Aptil, hiring mcreased in con-
)4-' mllhon could . _ 51million in March and the ings — a disparity that some -struction and in state and Itécal :
. o 'most since labor began trackitig economists - attribute to mis- . government byt fell in- profes-
?OOSt conﬁde rlce - the figure in 2000, according to mitches between- the- skills - of sional and business services, lei-"
>aul Davidsomn . ~the Job Openings and Labor -employees and the requirements  sure aid’ ‘hospitality, and trade,
SATODAY Turnover Survey (JOLTS). Open- . of employers “But - hiting has- -transportation and utilities.

" The number of job openings in

he US, surged to a 14-year high

n April, a sign that job growth-' _
ould strengthen further in com-
‘ng months, the Department of :

Labor sa.ld Tuesday

‘ings. - climbed. by: 100,000 in
“health care and social assistance;

88,000 in trade, transportatmn

_and utilities; and 44,000 in pro-

fessional and business services,

‘The * number of - hires fell
slightly to 5 millioni but ‘re- -
recent hlghs :

miained - near

pl(‘.ked up in recent months.
Labor reported last week that
employers added 3 net: 221,000

jobs in'April and 280,000 in May
~as thé labor ~market’. bounced
‘bagk after a haish winter, - .

sday’s JOLTS: report pro- .
:more detarled Vlew of h1r~

Tlie number of people quitting

B ]ObS fell to 2.7 million from a sev-.
“en-year - high of 2.8 million i

March, Quitting-is. a s1gn of-a..
healthy labor’ market in ‘which -

_ etnplayees feel confident’ enough

toleaye one job for aniother.
Despxto the drop, the relatlvely

high nu_mber of people‘ qultnng is
consistént “ with annual wage
growth picking up from 2.3% to
3% hy the end of the year as'em-
ployers -increase pay to -attract
and retain -workers, says Paul
Aghworth, chief US. economist
‘at Capital Economics. ’
Anocther -indication -the bal-
ance may be shifting  toward
workers is that there were 1.6
unemployed workers for each.
job opening in April, down from
L7 in' March and a hlgh of 6.7 ini"
2009, . '




