Jet Sport Boating tour event to motor onto
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HARTWELL, Ga, —IfA.J.
Handler had fo pick one word
to describe Jet Sport Boating, it
would be excitement.

CMIt's a very exciting sport,”
said Handler, director of Upstate
Watercraft Promotions in Pen-
field, N.Y. “It's a national sport
that features some of the fastest
athletes in the country compet-
ing to win g national title

This Friday through Sunday,
Lake Hartwell will host the
Lake Hartwell Triple Crown
Water Cross, part of the Tovota
Upstate Watercraft Promotions-
International Jet Sport Boating
Association national tour, in
which spectators will have the
opportunity to witness the top
competitors in the sport vie for
the championship title.

The event will featurea
“closed course race that's best
described as motoeross on the
water. Closed course racingis
handle bar-to-handle bar com-
petition that matehes rider and
machine inan intense water-
craft expedition.

Readhing top speeds of more
thamn 75 mph, the race features
a buoy-marked, half to three-
guarter-mile track that is
designed to keep the competi-
tion tight and fans close {o the
action. Each race begins with
one of the most nail-biting
experiences in motor sports

thezide-by-side gated start,
which brings to mind images of
herseracing.

While the first-turn requires
congiderable thought and skill,

speed, technigue and racing
ability will all come 11ito play
over the next 20 minutes, as

HARTWELL: National tour event
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Anptherhighlight

of the weekend will be
the frepstyle competi-
tion, which tends to be a

‘ crowd favorite. Freestyle
features some of the most
gifted athletes on the
beach, performing two-
minute routinesin an
Olympic-style format for
a2 panel of saven judges,
taking place at noon on
Saturday and Sunday.
Competitors' routings are
made up from a series of
choreographed tricks that
are performed to music.

.well as Erminio lantosca, who

Lake Hartwell

Cup Championship, the overall
winner in each class of racing is
determined by the highest point
total over the course of a series
of races. This weekend's race
is the second Lo last stop before
the final race in Charleston and
has the potential to determing
the winner prematurely.
Several racers to look out for
amongst the field of 150 include
Rob Flores, wheo is the points
leader in the Ski GP class, as

3

-

Y

=

is the points leader in Bunabout
Open class. The Pro Runabout
Open will begin at 11 a.m. on
Saturday and Sunday, with the
finals on Sunday at 1 p.m., while
the Pro Ski GF begins at 11:30
a.mn. on Saturday and Sunday,
withrthe finals at 1:30 p.m. on
Sunday. '
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“Thay do all sorts of
tricks,” Handler said.
“They're able to flip their
skiand doa 180, which
is basically like's somer-
sguitona jetski”

Theevents will take
place at the Big Oaks Rec-
reation Area in Hartwell,
Ga., and the action is free
for spectators, who can
view theraces from land
or water: For mare infor-

mation, visit http// www.

mylakehartwell.org or

http: /A www.twpine.com.
International Jet Sport

ing races have taken in

a variety of locations,

including New York . ! E B2
Wisconsin and Flovida, - _
and Handler hasnod numCOHIH]g
that spectators surround-
ing the Lake Hartwell
area are going t0 enjov
the weekend's exhilarat
ing race, just as followers
of the sport have in other
venues across the eoun:
try. _ _
When asked why Lake
Hartwell was chosenas
the racing site forr this

sll-important stop on the
tour, Handler simply re-
sponded, " Why not Lake
Hartwell? It's beautiful
here.”
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FOR THE JOURNAL
The Lake Hartwell Triple Crown Water Cross will get under way Friday
at the Big Oals Recreation Area in Martwell, Ga.

the riders begin to negotiate a

: made log jumps.
series ofturns, as well as man-

Similarto NASCAR’s Surinf



