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Plans by the South Carolina
Ports Authority to build a new
facility for handling shipping
containers in Greer — & S0-
called “inland port" — could
foster warehouse development
and make the Upstate more at-
tractive fo manufacturers by
giving them another option for
iri raw materials or
sending out finished goods, ex-

bringing

perts said.

Port officials said Monday
they hoped to open the facility

- on about 50 acres near Green-
ville-Spartanburg International
Airport sometime in the second

| half of next year. They've al-
ready included the estimated
price tag of $23.5million in their

| 2013 capital budget.

The inland port, similar to
onein Port Royal, Va., would use
EPEEIH] cranes to transfer ship-
ping cuptainers between trucks

and trains.

It would enable the trans-
porting of cargo between the
port of Charleston and Greer by
rail overnight, a distance of 220

miles,

The new service would help

companies that emplo
time" logistics, ﬂa:.dy
Newsome, chief execu
the Ports Autharity.

“just in
Jimmy
tive of

He said the authority already
has customers ready to use the
‘- facility though he didn't identi-

fy them.

_ Newsome said the new [acil-
ity “needs" toopen in the second
half of 2013 “and the sooner the

better.

_The inland port will remove
25,000 tractor-trailer frips a
year off of Interstate 26, and

50,000 gver time, he said.

The Ports Authority board on
Monday voted to negotiate an
engineering contract as a first
step toward developing the fa-

cility.

Mewsome said the authority
should emlﬁgy no more
leatt
e than that could result be-

facility, but more

of the potential fo spur &

new distribution complex in the
gtate. -
Un“'I'hf:rﬂ are not many facili-
| ties in the interior of the United
Siates that can ¢
| tainers on this scale,” he said.
| Deepal EL :
bia engineering executive who
heads the Transportation. Dis-
tribution and Logistics Council
for the New Caro ¢
development group, gaid manii-
facturers along the Interstate
| g5 corridor should be “chomp-

ground load con-

Eliatamby, a Colum-

economic

Sag PORT, Page GA

continued from Page 14

ing at the bit" t0 have
the additional option in
shipping.

“While the Upstate
does not have a water-
front like Charleston
does, this essentially
brings a component of
the port along the I-85

| corridor,” he said.

Norfolk  Southern
Corp., the only railway
that serves the sile,
said in a statement that
it is engaged with the
Ports Authority on the
project and would be
ready to comment fur-
ther once the engineer-
ing is complete.

The ports authority
said it bought 100 acres
mn Greer in 1982 with
plans for an inland

porf, but the project
never materialized.

Rick Todd, presi-
dent of the South Caro-
lina Trucking Associa-
tion, said he’s glad fo
see the port of Charles-
ton become more com-
petitive because that’s
good for the trucking

ustry.

Todd said he figures
the inland port will
help BMW get a better
price on rail service
and meet its corporate
polution-reduction
goals by taking trucks
off the road.

But the facility isn't
likely to make a big dif-
ference for I-26 con-

gestion, he said, be-

| cause most truck traf-

el

fic on the intersiate
isn't related to the port
and most of the cargo
the trucks are ¢carrying
can't be transferred to
a train.

1-26 will still have to
be improved, Todd
said, )

Newsome said he
expects the truckers t0
embrace the project
once they understand
the potential it pro-
vides for deploying
their assets more effi-
ciently. :

A BMW spekes-
woman said the auto
assembly plant near

Greer will monitor the
project and the oppor-
funities it may present
for the company.

Greenville-based |
Michelin North Amerl-
ca and the Adidas
warehouse in Spartan-
burg are two other Up-
state companies that
use the port of Charles-
ton a lot. ]

Spartanburg busl-
nesswoman  an e-
publican activist Ka-
ven Floyd, the only Up:
state resident on the
Ports Authority board,
called the inland port a
«yremendous coup for
the Upstate of South
Carolina” as wellasthe
entire state.

Greer Mayor Rick
panner said the city is
excited about the pro-
ject even though 1t
won't be inside city
limits. The inland port
is an economic devel-
opment project “that
would benefit the en-
tire Greer commubi-
ty,” he said. .

Hal Johnson, presi-
dent of the- Upstate
South Carolina Alli-
ance, the regional eGo-
nomic  development
group, said the injand
port is a great opportu-
nity for South Carolina
“that should make the
port of Charleston
more competitive
while also helping the
Upstate’s. existing
manufacturers  and
making the region
more competitive in
recruiting industry.




