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BUSINESS

Inland port foresees interest

Ag exporters could be
customers, CEO says

By Rudoiph Bell
Statf Writer
dbelifgraprvillzneive com

Companies from as far away
a5 the Midwest that export grain
or other agricultural products
are among the possible custom-
ers of the South Carolina Inland
Port in Greer, the chief execu-
tive of the state Ports Authority
said.

The freight-handling facility,
which the Ports Authority is de-
veloping next to Greenville-

Spartanburg Infernational Air-
port, is scheduled to open for
business this fall,

1t will use cranes tolift cargo
between trucks and trains and
provide overnight delivery of
shipping containers via rail to
and from the port of Charleston
212 miles away.

Jim Newsome, the Ports Au-
thority's president and chief ex-
ecutive officer, said Tuesday he
expects exporters of agricultur-
al products to be among the in-
land port's custpmers.

They could ‘save money on
transportation costs by transfer-
ring the cargo from rail cars to
shipping containers in Greer in-

stead of doing it in Charleston,
port officials said.

Newsome said he can also en-
vision e-commerce companies
using theinland port to bring irn-
perted goods up from the port of
Charleston to Greer, where they
could then tap airfreight ser-
vice at GSP to fill online prders.

BMW Manufacturing Co, will -

use the inland port to haul im-
ported auto parts from the port
of Charleston by rail instead of
by truck along Interstate 26,
Newsome confirmed.

“Any business that’s handling
containers to and from the port
of Charleston or other ports in
the South Atlantic within a 40- or

S0-mile radius of Greer is a can-
didate to use that facility as far
as Isee,” he told Upstate report-
ers during a conference cail.

Newsome aiso said he isp’t
sure what impact the inland port
might have on truck fraffic
along Interstate 85,

“I den't have any specific an-
swers on that at this point,” he
said.

Also on Tuesday, the Ports Ap-
thority board authorized spend-
ing anether $12.9 million on the
inland port, which is now expect-
ed to cost between $43.4 million
and $47.4 million, including $7.5
million from Norfolk Southern
Corp. for rail infrastructure.



