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Housing recovery
may be in offin

Reports indicate
improvement, but
some markets lag

By Julie Schmit
USA Today
Lauren Vance has been
shopping for her first home
near Sacramento for five
months.
~ The zg-rmlil police offi-
cer lost 13 bids in a competi-
tive market marked by strong
investor interest and a tight
supply of homes for sale. Giv-
€n price increases, she's also
had to pursue smaller homes
to stay inside her budget.
Almost 2,800 miles away in
Jacksonville, Fla., homeown-

able to sell theirs for enough
Imoney 1o finance a new pur-

Welcome to the dichotomy
ltihat-ig the U.S. housing mar-
el
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;F:;a t,ggasn't_havg{:‘.a'-lmk very
1ario see signs of a recovery.
N_aﬁnm]l‘y?ﬁne prices are
rising after more than a 30
percent drop since mid-2006.
More good news arrived
Tuesday, as the Standard &
Poor's/Case-Shiller home
price index reported third-
quarter prices were up 3.6
percent from a year ago.




