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Mike Spoon gasses up a boat at Portman Marina on Lake Hartwell,
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Hot summef would hit
Upstate’s lakes hard

\'Re»z:reatiun, water use grow at same time as dry season begins

By Anna Simon
Clesmson buraau
maimon@grespvilangwe.oom

| Experts call for a long, hot summer,
and area lakes that provide recreation
‘and a source of water for hundreds of.
‘thousands of Upstate residents are al-
ready low, raising concerns about what
may be a

Upstate counties where the big lakes
are located remain in severe drought, and
stream flow feeding into the Upstate
lakes is less than 25 percent of normal,
said Hope Mizzell, state climatologist.

Both Mizzell and the Climate Predic-
tion center of the National Weather Ser-
vice anticipate above normal temper-
atures through summer. There’s “no
strong signal” rainfall amount, said Neil
Dixon, & metearologist, at the National
Weather Service office in Green

Rain in the typically weiter months
winter and early spring months “is the
storage you have to work with,” Mizzell
said. *Unless it's & heavy event from a
tropical system coming through, yon
don’t gain much in the summer.”

Lake Jocassee is 25 feet below full
pond, and Lake Keowee, which drawe
from.locassee. is running about three feet

“The economy is
gelting betier,
and when people
feel better they
are move likely to
include recrea-
tion in their
lives,”

DAVID FREEMAN, MARINA
OWNER

balow full pond, 4ccording to Duke Ener-
gy data.

Lake Hartwell, at more than seven feet
below full pond, i3 below The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ second drought trig-
ger level, sccording to corps data.

"We are looking at continued decline in
the reservoirs over the long term, and
continued dry weather,” said Billy Bird-
well, a cCorps spokesman. “We are start-
ing at a deficit.”

The corps has gotten water from reser-
voirs upstream -— Duke Energy’s Keo-
wee, Jocassee and Bad Creek — and is
holding Hartwell “as stable as we can,”
Birdwell said.

This is spawning season, and the corps
wants to hold lake levels stable to protect
the fish eggs laid in shallow areas from
drying out, Birdwell said.

Corps experts don’t expect Hartwell to
reach the record 22-foot low of 2008, Bird-
well said.

The agency, which operates lakes
Hartwell, Russell and Thurmeond as a sin-
gle system, has reduced flow through the
Lake Thurmond dam to the minimum &l-
lowable under current regulations. That
should continue until the lakes are above
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drought trigger levels and
possibly even beyond that
point, Birdwel] said.

The corps also has Jjust
‘released & draft environ.

mental assessment for
public comment that woyld
update how it manages the
three Upstate lakes in g
drought. It would ailow
lower releases from the
three-lake system under
certain conditions at cer.
tain times of year,

The environmental ag.
|sessment is a big deal for
‘the Lake Hartwell Associa-

tion, which wants lake ley-
els kept higher in Hartwell
1o protect recreational use,
water supply, property val-
ues and lake-related busi-
nesses.

It would allow the Corps
te keep more water in Up-
state lakes until a second
phase of a comprehensive
study is finished that conld
lead to changes in current
federal regulations gov-
erning management of the
lakes, said Herb Burnham,
president of the more than
2,000 member association,

The association wants
this moved quickly before
sSummer takes its toll” on

the lake with high temper-
atures, evaporation and
higher water use, Burnham
said.

The corps has “done a
pretty good job of keeping
the lake within seven or
eight feet of full pond, said
David Freeman, owner of
Portman Marina. The mari-
na has to start extending
numerous docks when the
water drops to nine feet be-
low full pond, a time-con-
suming and eostly job.

Now the typically dry
months of summer are
ahead, and Freeman hopes
lake levels will remain fair-
ly stable. He Projects &
good boating season this
summer despite high gag
prices.

“The economy is getting
better, and when people
feel better, they are more
likely to include recreation
in their lives” Haan
said,

People will get out on
the lake, although they'll
probably adjust their boat-
ing habits to use less gas,
riding around the Jake less
and spending more time
stopped to fish, Swim, pic-
nic and enjoy being on the
water, he said.

Water supply ‘solid’
Scott Willett, éxecutive
director Anderson Region-

al Joint Water System, said
Hartwell “is not where I'q
like to start the vear,” how-
ever the water supply “ig
pretty solid.

The corps “has pretty
strong conservation mea-
sures in effect” through
lowered releases, and
there has been some rain,
Willett said,

“If we can stay out of
worst case drought this
summer, we should be OK,"
Willett said. “We have 30
some feet of water over the
intake. Onwater supply, we
are pretty positive, We
would like to have a little
more elevation in the lake
for general Storage and
recreation.”

Despite the ongoing
drought, few public water
systems have experienced
supply problems, Mizzell
said.

“A lot of our water ays-
tems have taken the appro-
prisle measures over the
¥ears to insure adequate
Wwater supply,” Mizzell said.
“We have had growth, but
Waler systems in general
have made appropriate
long range plans.”

Duke has restricted use
of irrigation pumps for res.
idents on Keowee and Jo-
Cassee 1o two days a week,
Tuesdays and Saturdays, to
CONSErve walker,

Any future restrictions
are “closely tied to rain.
fall," said Frin Culbert, a
Duke spokeswoman. “We
will continue to monitor it.*



