Homes selling quicker, sales still lag
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closed sales were down nearly
20 percent compared to Febru-
ary 2012, The median sales price

on the market is down and our
inventoryis down.

“It was as much as six months,”

“It is only in certain areas.”
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HOMES: People ‘more confident
‘majob they came here to get’
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said Harding referring to improved sales
in the housing markets, “Now, every-
thing else will follow provided there is
not another downturn in the economy.™

She said buyers who “have been sitting
on the sidelines” are now taking advan-
tage of low interest rates with reports
that interest rates will likely increase
later this year.

Harding said buyers are doing more re-
search before they buy, looking at issues
such as proximity to schools, hospitals

- and shopping.

One area that has seen the most in-
crease in sales in the past year has been
homes in. the $100,001-$150,000 range.

“That's alot of your first-time home-
owners coming into the market, maybe
they've been renting for a while,” said
Cope. “More people have come into the
market, They have saved some money.
People are more confident in a job they
came here to get and they're siaying.
We're seeing a significant amount of
renters beginning to start lpoking for a
place to purchase.”
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