Home sales data
shows a recovery

February numbers
highest since 2009
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percent above the level seen
in February 2012. )
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in the improving economy
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as rental leasing 1o riSe.
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Realtors.

David Crowe, chief
economist for the Nation-
al Association of Home
Builders, said the housing
market is on “considera-
bly more solid footing"
than it was at this time last

year.
More than 75 percent

of the 361 metros covered
by the National Associa-
tion of Home Builders/
First American Improv-
ing Markets Index (IMI)
are now seen as improv-
ing. The IMI identifies-
metro areas that have
shown improvement from
their respective troughs
in housing permits, em-
ployment and house
prices for at least 8ix con-
secutive months.

Six South Carolina

metropolitan areas are
among the 274 metros on
the IMI list this month.
Those cities are Ander-
son, Charleston, Colum-
bia, Spartanburg, Green-
ville and Florence.

March is the second
consecutive month in
which every state is rep-
yesented by at least one
metro on the improving
list, said NAHRB chairman
Rick Judson.



